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MESSAGE 

The private sector is playing an important role in developing technologies to raise 

productivity in agriculture and allied sector. Their role not only confined to supplying 

input to the dealers or farmers but also providing very proactive role in research and 

development with public partnership. Many type of private organization like NGOs, 

SHGs are increasingly occupying central position for socio-economic development 

and empowerment of rural communities which was earlier sole responsibility of either 

Govt. or philanthropic organizations. In this juncture, 

I am feeling really happy that Department of Extension Education has organized an 

international conference on role of NGOs in development perspective in India to 

generate valuable advisory from the renowned experts from country and abroad. 

I congratulate Prof. K. Ghadei and his team for organizing such scientific event in 

amid of such pandemic and made the conference a success. I am happy to learn that a 

proceeding of the conference is being published to cater the need of agents engaged in 

agriculture and allied sectors. 

Hope, the souvenir of the conference would be a useful reading material for the 

personnels involved in development and extension services in India. 

 

 

Ramesh Chandra 

 

 



  



 
 

Prof. A.P. Singh 
Dean 

Faculty of Agricultural Sciences  

BHU, Varanasi-221 005 
 

 

MESSAGE 

The Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs) are working in every sector of 

economy and often in collaboration with Govt. organizations for agriculture and rural 

development. With the fund availability in government organizations becoming very 

competitive and given their limitations to match with fast changing market due to 

policy bottlenecks, private sectors in general and community-based organizations in 

particular are emerging as complementary to the public extension services not only in 

India but throughout the world. Thus, this conference on non-governmental 

organizations organized by the Department of Extension Education has added value in 

research regarding function, contribution impacts of such organizations in the field of 

Agriculture and might have prepared better policy instrument in this direction. I am 

happy that a volume of abstract and souvenir is being brought out by the organizing 

team with detailed recommendations and outcome. I hope the volume of abstract 

would be a good reading material for stake holders in Agriculture and contribute for 

overall development of Indian farming. 

 

 

 

A.P. Singh 

  



  



 
 

Dr. Basavaprabhu Jirli 
Professor and Head  

Department of Extension Education 

Institute of Agricultural Sciences, Varanasi-221 005 
 

 
MESSAGE 

I am pleased to learn that IEEC is bringing out the compendium of lectures delivered in the conference 

where in I had the privilege of acting as Chairman of the conference. I was glad to know about the 

overwhelming participation of students, researchers and academicians along with NGOs and other 

institutions. Such healthy interactions pave the way to development of the society, institutions and 

country as a whole.  
 

As per the statistics available there about more than 3.5 million Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGO) in India. An interesting analysis reveals that for every 600 population, there is a police 

personnel while for every population of 400, there is an NGO. It’s only an indicative comparison that 

there are more NGOs in India than internal security personnel. The basic motto with which NGOs 

come into existence is to provide selfless services to the needy, reaching the unreached, no-profit no-

loss concept, etc. Even then in Indian context about 30 per cent of the population is living below 

poverty line. Why these paradoxes coexist? This is the juncture where we start raising the questions 

about the existence such a large number of organizations with the motive of voluntary service.  
 

More interesting thing is of these 3.5 million NGOs hardly about a lakh (109532) are registered with 

NGO Darpan of NITI Ayog. Basically to bring in the transparency in NGO funding Govt. of India 

launched this platform with NITI Ayog. The credentials of NGOs are verified and monitored by this 

agency and award an unique identification number for each NGO. This particular process facilitates 

NGOs for government funding as well as other processes also. If we go through the figure of NGO 

Darpan hardly 3.1 per cent of NGOs have registered so far (22-03-2021). There is need to address the 

issue.  
 

On the contrary every year we come across the news regarding blacklisting of number of NGOS by 

government of India through media. What does all these facts are trying to explain? Prima facie it can 

be concluded that things are not as desired. There are some NGOs which are really rendering yeomen’s 

service to the society. They are really touching upon the areas, which are even difficult for the 

government to address some times. Every citizen of the country wants such organizations to sustain 

and be part of the society.  
 

I am sure the conference IEEC will address both pros and cons of NGO functioning and come out with 

realistic solutions for the problems faced so that government can think of evolving policy guidelines in 

future for smooth functioning of NGOs.  
 

I take this opportunity to congratulate the organizers of the mega event.  

 

 

 

 

BasavaprabhuJirli 

 

  



  



 

 
 

From the Desk of Organising Secretary 
 

NGOs, worldwide, are devoted in almost all kinds of developmental activities in 

different socio- economic and geographical situations. Their tireless work has gained 

a lot of appreciation and legitimacy at grassroot level. They have helped to 

minimise the gap between the administrative structure and common citizens 

and contributed enormously for knowledge, information capacity building and 

sustainable development. Despite such great contribution, NGOs are still looked down 

upon. 

With this background, the Conference was planned to bring people together from all 

spheres of life to discuss about the NGOs and CBOs and to take out some lessons for 

further development.Though the conference was planned to be held in January 2020, 

it was postponed due to Covid 19.The strong motivational force of the organising 

committee,the department and my friends abroad made it possible to organise 

conference in hybrid mode in December, 2020 following all Covid 19 Protocols. 

My friends, contributors and delegates both online & offline are the witness of the 

conference. I express sincere gratitude for them. The presence of senior personalities 

of Extension like Dr. V.V. Sadamate, Dr. Veer Bhadraiah, Dr. G. Esawarappa, Dr. 

Mahesh Chander, Dr. C. Satapathy, Dr. U.S. Gautam, Vice Chancellor, BUAT, Banda 

and Dr. P. Chandrashekara, Director General, MANAGE, Hyderabad was really 

encouraging. Salutations for them.My regards and gratefulness to Dr. Rick D Rudd, 

my Postdoc Supervisor at Virginia Tech, Dr. Martin Mulder from Netherlands, Dr. 

Jack Elliot of Texas A&M University for their valuable support. The participation of 

the students from USA, Nigeria, Senegal was very encouraging for the conference. 

The abstracts of the papers presented during the conference are published here with 

this souvenir.I hope this will be a good document for further reading & research. 

I wish all the best. 

 

Kalyan Ghadei 

  



  



About  IEECBHU 2020 

Background 

India has a long tradition of voluntary service since the vedic period. The spirit of 

voluntarism has grown with the inspiration of many great men like Lord Buddha, Swami 

Vivekananada, Rabindra Nath Tagore and Mahatama Gandhi and many others. The idea 

behind the practice is spiritual realization of the self as depicted in the motto “service to 

mankind is service to god”. Voluntary organizations (VOs) and Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) play a significant role in rendering voluntary services to the poor 

and marginalized sections of society. Their services are now acknowledged and 

considered as powerful tools by the government and PSUs in policy making and 

implementation of developmental and welfare programmes for socio-economic 

transformation. It is observed that NGOs help to make the distribution of extension 

services more equitable through participatory methods by providing training, guidance 

and handholding support to self-help groups for effectively functioning and managing 

pooled resources in a democratic way. They try to integrate various sectors of rural 

economy, agricultural off farm activities, agro-industrial activities through programmes 

of leadership development, training and education. The functions of NGOs and VOs have 

changed over from relief and welfare work to community development and sustainable 

management of resources. Most of the NGOs once focused on the enhancement of social 

skills are now, with the expanded donor resources being invested in extension oriented 

towards entrepreneurial activities by hiring the best extension advisors. These new NGOs 

are very successful in competing for and carrying out donor-driven projects and they are 

also providing advisory services. 

Objectives 

This international conference was an attempt to find the redefined role of NGOs in 

agricultural extension in present context, their advocacy and community empowerment 

efforts in terms of generating institutional pluralism and building democratic process in 

serving the society. 

Anticipated outcome(s) of the conference 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) play a significant role in rendering voluntary 

services to the poor and marginalized sections of society. They have made a remarkable 

contribution in the extension services of India. The studies on extension research must be 

compiled and generalized for further refinement and application. A significant research 

base and deliberation on NGOs in agricultural extension, would provide a foundation for 

improving the quality of extension services and developing policy frame work in support 

of government. 

For the purpose the conference was broadly divided to 4 themes:  

 

Themes 

A – NGOs in Present Context 

B – NGO in Agriculture and Allied Sectors  

C – New Dimensions of NGO Involvement 

D – NGO in Basic Rural Development Issues 
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THEME 1 

NGOs IN PRESENT CONTEXT 

 

The theme is covered under following sub-themes: 

 

1. Concept, structure and functions related NGOs/CBOs/FPOs/GROs/VDOs. 

2. Policies issues and challenges related to functioning of NGOs; in present context. 

3. Economics and Fund mobilization, financial sustainability for working of NGOs. 

4. GO-NGO-Industry- Public relationships- partnership and collaboration 

opportunities 

5. Cooperatives, Self Help Groups (SHGs) and other community based organizations 

into extension activities 
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Fruits and vegetables, being good source of energy, health promoting and protecting c

ompounds with unique taste and flavour. As we know, India is the largest producer of 

fruits and vegetables but there is huge gap between per capita demand and supply due 

to enormous wastage and limited knowledge about postharvest management of fruit 

and vegetables. The improvement in marketing chain may be achieved through some 

NGOs, which have made significant contributions in the form of various mechanisms 

of marketing. It helps in minimizing the gap of production and marketing. NGOs are 

small and horizontally structured with short lines of communication and are therefore 

capable of responding flexibly and rapidly to clients' needs and to changing 

circumstances by a work ethic conducive to generating sustainable processes and 

impacts. There are different NGO like AVISHKAR, Jeevika, Sehgal Foundation, 

AshrayVaishali, Harijan Sevak Sangh, Aadarsh Jankalyan Sangh Nimdih etc., who 

has worked for promotion of FPO. The main aim of FPO to improve agriculture 

income of farming community by providing services such as agriculture inputs, 

services technologies, market linkage and adopting post-harvest crop/ seed 

management, grading storage and processing technologies. FPO will focus on 

improving productivity through improved extension services, use of appropriate 

technology and knowledge systems, creating infrastructure facilities for improved 

efficiency in pre and post-harvest production systems, reduce cost of production, 

creating business opportunities that generate higher incomes. KVK Saraiya has 

provided technical support to three of FPO i.e., Climate Resilient Agriculture Farmer 

Producer Company limited, SarvodayaSabjeeUtpadak Producer Company Limited, 

Motipur and Jyoti Farmer Producer Company Limited, Marwan. So, FPO played a 

major role in reducing the gap between producer and consumerand was felt to 

overcome the problems of unorganized small farmers who lack access to resources 

and services. 
 

Key Words:Business Opportunities, Extension Services, FPO, Marketing Chain, 

NGO 
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In India, nearly, 70 percent of population lives in rural areas, and these household 

families still depend on agriculture.Among them about 82 percent of farmers belong 

to small and marginal farmer‟s categories, which face several constraints during 

production of agricultural commodities. These include access to technology, non-

availability of quality seed, fertilizers and pesticides, requisite finances besides lack 

ofpost-harvest technologies and bargaining power at the time of various transactions 

in input and output markets. Moreover, in agricultural marketing, many intermediaries 

work as an obstacle in marketing of farmer production and in getting a better price of 

their production. In this scenario FPOs play animportant role to ameliorate and 

manageabove issues.The study was conducted in Kannauj district of Uttar Pradesh of 

India. There are total seven FPOs working in Kannauj District and the researcher, 

however, selected only three FPOs for the study. Further, 20 member farmers and 40 

non-member farmers from the operational area of each FPOs were sampled to 

compare their constraints. Data pertaining to only one FPOs namely AKPCL has been 

discussed in this article. The constraints included for study were in the area of 

technical and operational; competition and conflicts and constraints at farm level 

included technical, labour and economic and marketing constraints. The study 

revealed that inadequate storage facilities, shortage of transportation facilities, lack of 

grading and packaging skills (mean score 3), members trying to achieve key positions 

in the organization (mean score 3.25) and challenge each other for key positions in the 

group (mean score 3.45) were the major constraints faced by the member 

farmers.Again lack of well-developed storage facilities, lack of well-developed 

processing facilities, lack of awareness about grading and packaging (mean score 3), 

high cost of labour (mean score 3) and price fluctuation every year (mean score 3) 

were the major bottlenecks faced by the member farmers as well as non-member 

farmers. 
 

Key Words: Constraints, Households, FPOs, Storage. 
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Determinants of Financial Sustainability of Non-Governmental 
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PhD Scholar, Department of Agricultural Economics, National Dairy Research Institute, 

Karnal 
2
PhD Scholar, Department of Extension Education, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi 
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Financial sustainability of NGOs has become a global concern in the wake of global 

financial crisis which has reduced donor funds from developed economies to 
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developing countries. NGOs play an important role in developing countries like India 

and as such their financial sustainability is very important not only for the NGOs. The 

study examined the factors that determine financial sustainability of NGOs based on 

the following variables; sound financial management practices, income 

diversification, own income generation, good donor relationship. The study sampled 

NGOs where data was collected through the administration of questionnaires. Data 

was analyzed using various statistical tools such as frequencies, graphs, tables, 

Kruskal Wallis Test and regression analysis. The results of the study showed that 

NGOS are donor dependent and have little diversification of income as well as less 

own income generation measures in place. These results show that NGOs in are not 

financially sustainable and as such need income generating income measures that will 

help them to be financially reliable. 
 

Key Words: NGOs, Financial Sustainability, Diversification 
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NGO are non-profit making agencies that are constituted with a vision by a group of 

likeminded people, committed for the uplift of the poor, and the needy and they are 

closer and accessible to the target groups. NGOs are flexible, quicker in decision 

making, timely in action and facilitate the people towards self-reliance. However, in 

spite of its achievements in various fields, NGOs are facing different challenges 

which differ from organization to organization, region to region. Five pressing 

challenges faced by Indian NGOs are: Lack of Funds, Many NGOs find it difficult to 

garner sufficient and continuous funding for their work. Gaining access to appropriate 

donors is a major component of this challenge. Secondly, the absence of strategic 

planning and development approaches resulting many NGOs suffer from the lack of a 

cohesive, strategic plan that would facilitate success in their activities and mission. 

This renders them unable to effectively raise and capitalise on financial support. 

Thirdly, poor governance and networking is another major challenge, as it can cause 

duplicated efforts, time inefficiencies, conflicting strategies and an inability to learn 

from experience. NGOs in India often fear to connect with International Non-

Governmental Organisations (INGOs), as they are perceived to be threatening to their 

mission. Another area wherein NGOs lack communication is their inability to 

maintain a healthy relationship with various government agencies. Fourth challenge is 

lack of volunteerism/Social work among youth. Earlier the NGOs were assumed, to 

be served by unpaid youth social workers imbued with the spirit of service and by 

those who did not require any special education or training. But the present trend is 

that youth are choosing to pursue a professional education and are not interested in 

working with NGOs. Consequently, it is becoming increasingly difficult to get trained 
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personnel to work in rural societies, where most NGOs work. Lastly, misuse of funds 

is the challengewhere some unscrupulous elements have made fortunes by floating 

NGOs for their personal gains and managing grants from the government. These 

NGOs may reflect a negative image, due to high levels of corruption, and therefore 

ruin the reputation of other NGOs who are working with dedication and commitment. 

So government should provide funds to NGOs in the proper time and should frame 

rules regarding audit of the funds such that misuse cannot be happened. Local NGOs 

should tie up with INGOs and the community at large, to become more effective and 

deliver better results. Strategic planning of NGOs should be clear such that activities 

will occur accordingly without delay. 
 

Key Words: NGOs, Challenge, Government, Service, Development 
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The concept of the Self-Help Groups (SHGs) stands to underline the principle “for the 

people, by the people, and of the people”. Self-help group is a small economically 

homogeneous and affinity group of rural poor women which voluntarily agree to 

contribute to a common fund to be lend to its members as per the decision of the 

group which works for groups solidarity, self and group awareness, social and 

economic empowerment in the way of democratic functioning. However, given the 

SHG approach's positive outcomes, there are many problems and constraints that 

conflict with the SHGs. The present study was carried out in Akola district of 

Vidharbha region of Maharashtra state during the year 2018-19 with a sample size of 

120 to define the constraints faced by the members of SHGs. Three talukas namely 

Akola, Balapur and Telhara of Akola district were purposively selected for the study 

as they were having self-help groups which were actively running, reaping profits and 

sustaining their livelihoods when compared to other talukas in Akola district. Out of 

three talukas, 4 villages were selected from each taluka and from each village 10 self-

help group members as respondents were selected randomly. The major constraints 

faced were Non-cooperation of family members, Lack of credit availability at low 

rates of interest, its adequacy and timely access, Non-cooperation of family members 

and irregular payment of monthly contribution and untimely repayment of loan by 

group members, Lack of update informational support on the latest technologies and 

techniques. Majority of the self-help group women had suggested that maintain the 

register regularly, increased level of education in women, women should come on 

time for meeting, bank cooperative with self-help groups. 
 

Key Words: Self Help Group, Women, Problems, Empowerment, Livelihood 

mailto:shilpayadhav95@gmail.com


IEECBHU 2020 | Souvenir-cum-Abstract Book 
 

5 | I E E C B H U 2 0 2 0  

IEEC/2020/ABS/T1/06 
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NGOs are non-profit making agencies that are constituted with a vision by a group of 

likeminded people, committed for the uplift of the poor, marginalized, unprivileged, 

underprivileged, and impoverished, down trodden and the needy and they are closer 

and accessible to the target groups. The achievements and success of NGOs in various 

fields and the excellent work done by them in specific areas is no doubt a tremendous 

task that has helped to meet the changing needs of the social system. Generally, NGOs 

are focused on giving aid and support for further development, regardless of the themes set 

out. However, in spite of its achievements in various fields, NGOs are facing different 

problems which differ from organization to organization, region to region such as like lack 

of fund, no strategic planning, poor governance and networking, limited capacity, lack of 

maintenance, inadequate trained personnel, monopolization of leadership, lack of public 

participation, target orientated and time-bound programmes etc. Some of the suggested 

remedies to overcome the problems were liberalization of rules and regulations of 

grants in-aid and sanction more grants to NGOs, use of latest technologies, avoidance 

of monopoly of leadership, maintenance of standard of quality in service etc. Ours is a 

developing country which requires these types of committed, devoted and dedicated 

organizations for the development of the country. So, the government, the leaders, the 

donors, the politicians and the people should support these organizations and help 

them to solve their problems at the grass-root level.  
 

Key Words:  Grass-root, Leadership, NGO 
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Self Help Group is a voluntary and self-managed group of women who come together 

to promote savings among themselves and pool savings for activities benefiting either 

individuals or communities economically. Many Government and Non-Government 

Organization now have come forward for helping poor communities and to energize 

their capacity in development activities of which Self Help Group (SHGs) is thought 

as the best means for improving their position in the society. Women‟s Self Help 

Group (SHGs) is emerging as promising and best suited tools in their context. In the 

Self Help Group (SHGs), usually ten to twenty members having homogeneous socio-

economic status, same occupation and same type of needs from a nearly permanent 
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group and use to save some small amount of money (Rs.10/- Rs.100/-) on regular 

basis. The present study was conducted in the West Tripura District using the multi 

stage sampling procedure research design. Total 120 Self Help Group members were 

selected on the basis of complete enumeration method for the present study. The data 

were collected during July to August, 2010 with the aid of structured interview 

schedule. The collected data were then analyze using appropriate statistical tools 

namely, frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation simple correlation 

coefficient and multiple regressions. The study disclosed that the SHGs working in 

Melaghar block had successfully implemented their planning at the local level, with 

proper guidance from the Government of Tripura of the West Tripura District. 

Majority of the SHGs (95%) were having interaction followed by good category (5%) 

and there were no SHGs members found in the bad category. The contribution of the 

respondents on the basis of their group motivation show that majority of the SHGs 

(75%) belonged to very good category were followed by (25%) bad categories and 

there was no SHGs members found in the good category. Majority (62.50%) of the 

respondents were in very good category having interpersonal communication as 

which show their main empowerment. About (25.84%) respondents were categorized 

under bad category whereas (11.66%) respondents were found under good category. 

Out of twelve (12) variables, six variables are significant namely age, education, 

occupation, annual income and socio-economic status and others six variables are 

non-significant namely size of family, mass media exposure, contact with instructor 

(SHG), knowledge test and social status.  The study also reveals that the average 

monthly income of the groups due to their empowerment has been enhanced. They 

have developed abundant self-confidence and self-esteem through this SHGs 

movement. It may conclude that there is a need of sound and sustainable strategy to 

improve the empowerment of women self-help groups. 
 

Key Words: Women Empowerment, Self Help Group, Interaction Group, Variable 
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Even as India continues to record impressive growth rates, rural poverty and 

unemployment in India have grown in an unprecedented manner during the last few 

decades. Poverty imposes an oppressive weight on India, especially in the rural areas, 

with the major reason for poverty as unemployment. In view of these scenarios of 

unending rural poverty and unemployment in India since Independence, poverty 

eradication has been one of the most important objectives by implementing many 

developments schemes. Among those, Swarnajayanti Gram SwarozgarYojana (SGSY) 

has special characteristics at reduction of rural poverty through providing self-

employment and creation of income generating assets. Thus, the study was proposed 
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to gain more comprehension as to how far this flagship programme, been able to 

comply with the promises made during their introduction, based on secondary data of 

five consecutive years (2008-09 to 2012-13) and primary data collected from the 

respective district of Imphal East and Churachandpur. The study indicates the physical 

achievements as well as issues in both the districts. A total of 158 and 204 SHGs were 

formed during the study period (2008-09 to 2012-13) in Imphal East and 

Churachandpur district, with construction of 26 and 13 marketing sheds in respective 

districts. Weaving and piggery were found to be the major economic activities taken 

up in Imphal East and Churachandpur district. The major constraints perceived by the 

beneficiaries under SGSY were complicated process in getting credit, followed by 

long time period in getting credit, benefits of the program not read to the needed 

people etc. 
 

Key Words: SHG, SGSY, Employment, Physical Achievement, Issues 
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As a tool for bottom- up mode of development, several self-employment and anti- 

poverty programmes for strengthening of economically weaker sections were 

introduced through governmental agencies. These agencies showed their weakness in 

implementation. In this context, voluntary organizations played their pivotal role in 

operating various activities and grabbed the opportunity in the context of rural 

development. Keeping this in view, the present paper attempted to identify the various 

developmental activities implemented by the selected voluntary organizations for 

promotion of rural development. An exploratory design was adopted for the study. Ten 

voluntary organizations working for rural development were selected purposively from 

Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh. Two important functionaries from each selected 

voluntary organizations were selected purposively. Thus, total of twenty functionaries 

were selected. The results of the study indicated that among the developmental 

activities, income generation activities received first rank with a mean score of 1.55 

followed by health & nutrition activities (second rank – mean score 1.38), educational 

activities (third rank – mean score-1.16), environmental protection activities (fourth 

rank- mean score – 1.06), agriculture and allied activities (fifth rank – mean score – 

0.76) and infrastructure developmental activities (sixth rank – mean score 0.65). It can 

be concluded that, income generation activity was given much importance as it is the 

activity which generated immediate additional income when compared to other 

activities. Further infrastructure development activities given least priority by the 

voluntary organizations as most of them were facing the problem of lack of funds and 

the local contributions from the beneficiaries.  
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The well-being of people was thought to be foremost responsibility of the state. This 

resulted in emergence of welfare state, but due to immense pressure and huge gap in 

provision of basic amenities it became imperative to engage civil society and market 

for the same. As an important outcome of voluntarism emerged NGOs to support the 

efforts of the state. Thus, they became an important component of agencification i.e., 

working on behalf of state to perform in public interest. One of the most important of 

these functions being health for all that also focuses on food as well as nutrition 

security. Thus we would like to explore how this process of agencification has 

affected the role of NGOs in nutrition policy of Indian government. To what an extent 

this agenification of NGOs in nutrition policy has been effective and what more is 

needed to sort out the issues related with this shall also be taken care of. 
 

Key Words: Agencification, Nutrition Policy, Principal-Agent Model, Voluntarism, 

Network  
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The dairy sector in India is an important contributor to its total agricultural GDP with 

a contribution of about 26 per cent. Most of the dairy livestock production in Assam 

lies in the hands of small rural household producers, and specialized dairy production 

is done only in few pockets. The dairy market in Assam is highly traditional; more 

advanced and formal processing plants have come up only very recently. Co-operative 

sector plays an important role in milk procurement and farmer‟s welfare. The main 

aim of this study was to analyse the distribution gaps, and also to explore prospects of 

the potential expansion of the primary as well as the secondary channels. This study 

was conducted with the help of a milk co-operative named Sitajakhala Dugdha 

Utpadak Samabai Samiti Ltd., who have set up their own processing plant and have 

been marketing their products under their own brand named “Sitajakhala” in 

Guwahati of Kamrup District of Assam.  It was an exploratory study. It was 

conducted using consumer, distributor and retailer surveys which were executed with 

the help of pre-tested questionnaires, personal interviews, the information provided by 
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the co-operative society, and personal observation. For the study, 200 consumers and 

all five distributors who are currently functioning in the city were considered along 

with 50 per cent of the retailers under each distributor. From the study, it was 

concluded that Sitajakhala has good market demand among the consumers of the area. 

The main factor which was identified among the 6 factors which were studied is its 

superior quality and hygienic products. Some of the factors which were lacking were 

easy availability and good distribution which is responsible for the low market 

penetration of their product. Therefore, Sitajakhala has a very good scope of 

expansion as they have good backward linkages and integration relationships with 

farmers. 
 

Key Words: Dairy Market, Distribution Gaps, Market Expansion, Co-operative 
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Community Based Organizations (CBOs) are local non-profit groups that work to 

generate improvements within a community on the local level. They are usually 

locally formed, staffed, and their actions are specific to the location they operate in. 

Most CBOs are mainly volunteer organization with few pad positions, as most of their 

funding is delegated towards completing the group‟s objective. Their local status also 

means that they may be limited in what resources they have access to, depending on 

the geographical location of the CBO and the community it serves. Community 

organization is differentiated from conflict-oriented community organizing which 

focus on short term changes through appeals to authority by focusing on long term 

and short term changes through direct actions and the organizing of community. 

Community‐ based organizations (CBOs) are important for eliminating health 

disparities globally and translating research findings to inform interventions. 

Engagement is an integral part of partnerships between CBOs and community health 

researchers and impacts the quality and quantity of any desired outcome. CBOs also 

have a role in community development as the public voice of the community. One of 

the best features of a CBO, due to their localized focus, is that it is a wealth of 

information regarding the issues it is focused on within the community. They 

highlight issues that need to be addressed and then include every relevant piece of 

data regarding those issues for those that will be working on them.  
 

Key Words: Community, Organization, CBOs, Local 
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Emergence and existence of NGOs is always the subject of interest for development 

practitioners and scholars. NGOs are regarded as nation‟s third sector after the state 

and the market. Worldwide, NGOs emerged and were involved in anti-slavery and 

women suffrage movement in the mid-nineteenth century.  In Nepal, there is 

centuries-old history of ethnic social groups working for community welfare, which 

can be considered a primitive form of NGOs. Based on meta-analysis, the article 

analyses and compares the theories of emergence of NGOs, and their existences in 

Nepalese context with a dozen of theories explaining the concern. Four different kinds 

of literatures were consulted to discuss the research question of the study were; i) 

worldwide and Nepalese scenario of emergence of NGOs ii) socio-economic 

contribution iii) the reasons behind the emergence in the society and iv) major 

regulating and operating guidelines of implementation. The fundamental question 

discussed in this paper is to identify the concerns of the theories and practices of 

NGOs in Nepal. At present, NGOs are the eighth largest economic sector in the 

world. In Nepal, new form of these sectors developed and was registered under 

Societies Registration Act 1959, and later under the Organization Registration Act 

1977. Social Welfare Council (SWC) is the major regulatory body in the country 

where more than fifty thousand of national and international non-government 

organizations are registered. However, only one fifth of them are implementing their 

program on regular basis.  
 

Key Words: Advocacy, Grassroots, Network, Social Welfare Council, Theories 

 
IEEC/2020/ABS/T1/14 

NGO:  A tool to Promote FPOs in India 
Nisha Singh

1 
and Anupam Dakua

2 

1
M.Sc. Scholar, 

2
Research Scholar, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi 

nishasingh291217@gmail.com 

 

NGO (Non-Governmental Organization) are the voluntary organization at local, 

national and international levels dotting the history with spectacular extension 

services and humanitarian functions. The much celebrated NREGA, ICDS, ICPS, 

Nirmalgram and Swasthyabima of the government have their roots in the work of 

many NGOs. They have also played a great role in promoting SHGs (Self Help 

Groups) in rural areas. According to a media report of Indian Express, there are 31 

lakh NGOs in India which is double the number of schools, 250 times the number of 

hospitals and one NGO for 400 people as against one policeman for 409. As per the 

World Bank data, NGOs with other civil societies have participated in 82% of 1018 

new project programmes financed by the World Bank. Majority of farmers in our 
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country are small and marginal (82%) with small land holdings, which in turn lead to 

less farm produce and lesser economic returns. Hence there is a strong need to 

collaborate farmers and increase their benefit cost ratio, which is possible by 

organizing them in Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) and making them reap 

more profit through better market linkage and prices. As NGOs work on humanitarian 

principles rural people tend to trust them more and consider them reliable .Hence, 

they can prove to be an asset in this direction to promote FPOs.  Through this paper 

we have highlighted the new dimensions of NGOs in the present context to promote 

FPOs in order to increase farm income. This will not only make farming prosperous 

but also attract youth towards agriculture and shift the farmers from subsistence 

farming to agri-preneurship. 
 

Key Words:Agri-preneurship, Extension services, Non-Governmental Organization 
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The public extension system involves the extension system of government viz. the 

central and the state governments, the union territories, the state agricultural 

universities and the ICAR research institutes. Over the years the public extension 

systems are observing a fatigue and are performing well. This is because they have 

some inherent defects. Even after seven decades of independence, there are gaps in 

between reach and requirement of services. Non-Governmental Organizations have 

emerged as a potential agent for transformation of relevant information to the rural 

masses. A NGO is a non-profit, voluntarily organized, legally constituted, being 

operated at local, national or international level group which is based on the principles 

of altruism and voluntarism. NGOs work at grassroots level targeting disadvantaged 

and excluded individuals through small locally need based projects. Their overall aim 

is to empower the communities. According to figures, there were about 3.3 million 

NGOs in the country of which 53 per cent were rural based and 47 per cent were 

urban based. About 26.5 per cent of NGOs are engaged in religious activities, about 

21. Percent are working in social service, 7.9 per cent work in sports and 6.6 per cent 

work in health sector. In the agriculture sector, many NGOs have collaborated with 

many agricultural institutes like IARI, IVRI and MANAGE to provide training and 

skill development opportunities to the peoples. They use various extension 

methodologies to reach out to the farming community. Some of the NGOs are even 

working on the whole village model adopting the whole village for its socio-economic 

upliftment. They provide different types of services like inputs in the form of seeds, 

seedlings, plants; arranging for fertilizers and disease and insect pest control, provide 

diagnostic services, marketing services, post-harvest and value addition services. 

Many NGOs are working with farm women mobilizing them into various self-help 

groups, producer organizations and other collective associations. Many of these have 
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empowered youths by helping them to set up their own income generating units. Self 

Employed Women Association (SEWA), Association of Women Entrepreneurs of 

Karnataka (AWARE), Oxford Committee for famine relief (OXFAM) is some of the 

NGOs working successfully to alleviate the sufferings of common masses. 
 

Key Words:Public Extension System, NGO, Socio-Economic Upliftment 
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The role of communication is critical in developmental process. The grass root 

communication involving community voices in development models has a prime and 

instrumental role in rural development. Community radio has emerged as an efficient 

tool to instigate community participation in grass root development process in which 

the community radio stations owned by Non-government organizations have played a 

distinct and crucial role at microlevel.The study revealed that the community radio 

stations owned by Non-Governmental Organization(NGO) were more aligned to the 

community needs and aspirations. It was found that the unheard voices at grassroots 

got a channel through these radios, which mostly depend on community-based 

programs raising critical issues related to livelihood generation, youth aspiration, 

women empowerment, primary education, health and hygiene and environmental 

issues. On the other hand, it was also found that the NGO owned community radios 

regularly confronted the issues of financial sustainability and a major thrust of these 

radios was focused towards the struggle for financial assistance for survival. Looking 

into the impact and contribution ofNGO based community radios in contrast to the 

government support, the impact was found to be substantial and significant whereas 

the government support was found to be negligible. It is inferred that the government 

should make structured investment into programme production and community 

participation processes of community radios across the country to strengthen this very 

effective grass root media, which will payback manifolds compared to the investment 

ever made to rural development.  
 

Key Words: NGO based Community Radio, Grass root communication, Rural 
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The present study attempts to unearth the information flow among agro- extension 

workers of grassroot voluntary agencies (NGOs) in Odisha towards a viable 

cooperative extension service for the farming community of the state. The study was 

conducted with a sample size of 104 respondents equally drawn from the category of 

field, supervisory and administrative staff from 17 Nos. of voluntary organizations in 

Balasore and Kendrapara district of Odisha. The volunteers were interviewed through 

an interview schedule and the responses were analyzed following standard statistical 

measures. It was revealed that the responses of agro-extension workers of the 

voluntary organizations in both Kendrapara and Balasore district differ as the 

respondents of Balasore district expressed more essentialities (56.8%) in developing 

capabilities of receiving information than Kendraparadistrict (50.9%) which expects 

developing capabilities to manage information independently. The study as a whole 

suggested that both the districts were not having the essentialities of developing 

capabilities to manage information independently which could be very well managed 

with receipt of the information and direct correspondence with the experts. 
 

Key Words: Agro - Extension, Cooperative Extension Service, Voluntary 
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Farmer producer organization is a group of farmers with special interests and 

concerns with developed structure, formal membership, status and functions for its 

members and with a set of byelaws and rules. There is varied evidence across 

countries that producer organizations have an important role to play in enhancing the 

productivity of the agricultural sector. The present study was conducted to explore the 

potential of FPOs as collective institutions through a case study of the FPOs in Uttar 

Pradesh. The study suggested that FPOs have the potential to provide benefits through 

effective collective action. The main challenge, however, is to raise sufficient capital 

to maximize these benefits. The Government of India also supporting for setting up a 

“Producers Development and Upliftment Corpus (PRODUCE)” under the National 

Bank for Agricultural and Rural Development (NABARD). In this environment of 

greater instability and competition, collective activity can serve to enhance farmers' 
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competitiveness and increase their advantage in emerging market opportunities. It is 

understood from the literature review and consultations with the members of FPOs 

that the possible causes for a partial progress include inability to understand the value 

of a business approach, limited business skills within the existing POs, nonreplicable 

organization models for linking them to dynamic markets, general uncertainties about 

the benefits expected, lack of knowledge on value chains, unclear understanding of 

the costs and margins along the value chains, procedural delays from the government 

bodies etc. Moreover, there is a need for the synchronization of stakeholders including 

the governments, farmers, private companies, financial institutions, bankers, officials, 

academicians, researchers and others for developing and promoting the concept of 

FPOs as a part of ensuring the income security of the farming community as a whole. 
 

Key Words: NABARD, Collective Activity, Sustainable Agriculture 
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To drive the process of transformation from subsistence and production-oriented 

farming to profit oriented farming we need an innovative and sustainable 

organizational mechanism. In such context the Farmer Producer Companies ( FPCs) 

concept can be considered as the main driver of this transformation. But, only 30 per 

cent of registered FPCs are operating viably while 20 per cent are struggling to 

survive and the remaining 50 percent are still in early phases of formation, equity 

collection and business planning. So, there is an emerging need of all round 

evaluation of established FPO not only for their impact, sustainability, success factors 

and developmental constraints but also to develop suitable strategy based on expert 

opinion and field situation by taking into consideration their type and commodity they 

deal with. Apart from this in the light of ongoing pandemic in India which has left un-

harvested farm produce to rot in farmers‟ fields, collapsed supply chains and 

disturbed the transport network, the FPOs could have played very crucial role to 

alleviate such contextual problems. Thus, preparedness for crisis situation is not only 

important for current situation but also important for facing the similar challenges 

arising from the other natural disaster related incident which are getting more frequent 

with climate change phenomena. So, a study has been undertaken to address these 

pressing issues.Uttar Pradesh host one of the highest umber of FPC s in the country. 

Among these majorities are promoted by either SFAC (58) or NABARD (116) while 

others are promoted a variety of organization like by NGOs, other Govt. organization 

or self. Uttar Pradesh govt. has set an ambitious plan of having at least one FPO in 

each developmental block (823 developmental blocks in Uttar Pradesh) as group-

based approach of farming and farm business.From the 55 SFAC promoted FPC and 

116 NABARD promoted FPCs presently operating in Uttarpardesh a total of 10 FPCs 

will be selected for the study by creating a selection matrix.These FPCs will be 

matched on the type of commodity which they deal with  and function they undertook 

i.e., the part/whole of the value chain they serve to get compartive view of each FPCs 

under this two-broad group. A total number of 300 member farmers will be included 

in the study to administered the developed interview schedule. As the FPCs must have 

a minimum 5 board members.A total of 50 board memebrs from eight selected FPCs 

will also be interviewed in detail to gauge their manegerial competency and assertain 

the legal pathway to take to establish new FPCs. 
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Farmers refuse to adopt new technology sometimes due to low risk bearing ability, 

inability to reach the scale of economy and lack of confidence. Farmers Producer 

organization is solution for these problems. Many NGOs are engaged in organizing 

farmers in to groups and registering FPO/FPC for the benefit of farmers.These 

farmers groups can be effectively utilized for extension services. ICAR–CRIJAF has 

disseminated improved jute production technologies through two 

FPOsBaduriaKrishiBikas FPC(BKBFPC) and SabkaApna FPC Limited(SAFPCL) in 

North 24 Parganas, thus creating a linkage with the farmers group. As a part of 

building rapport with the farmers as well as FPO, several farmer- scientist interaction 

meetings, training programmes for farmers on various improved jute cultivation 

practices and awareness camps were organized. Farm women groups were trained in 

entrepreneurial activities. The main constraints reported by the Self Help Groups are 

related to lack of coordination and marketing issues. The Self-Help Groups operates 

under the umbrella of farmers producers Groups could find the market of the value 

added products much easily. Since value addition can be a part of existence of any 

value chain through Farmers Producers organization, the growth of SHGs in FPO can 

be assured provided the right agri-enterprise being selected by the groups based on the 

availability of the local resources. Right from input procurement to value addition and 

marketing, the role played by FPO in realizing the profit from the crop to its fullest 

potential, for the farmers is to be utilized. For that the value chain development 

through FPO will play a great role. The success story of BKBFPC is an example for 

this.It is important to analyse the readiness of farmers towards value chain 

development through FPO for extending the benefit of the crop and improved 

technologies to the farmer members.A study was conducted to assess the attitude of 

farmers towards value chain development in jute. The result showed that the farmers 

had favourable attitude towards the value chain development in jute. The highest 

scored statement in attitude of farmers towards value chain development in jute was 

scored by two statements, value chain concept will lead to confidence in farming 

(Score 44) and Value chain will improve the mutual interest and commitment (Score 

44). Most of the farmers supported that the Institutional support is required for the 

success of Producer Company (Score43). Empowering the farmers through potent 

technologies, value addition and value chain establishment through FPO/NGO would 

definitely help to enhance the income, rebuild their confidence in farming and achieve 

sustainable farm income. 
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NGO has a pivotal role in improving the efficiency of working of various agricultural 

services like supply chain. This study deals with the role of FPO developed by an 

NGO in agriculture supply chain and documents a case study of an NGO IRADA that 

has organized 2000 farmers into Farmers Producers Organization (FPO) for supply 

chain management. The study reveals that NGOs play a crucial role in removing the 

disruptions of the supply chain through timely reforms and interventions. One such 

intervention of direct selling through FPOs has come up with a solution to improve 

the marketing efficiency and reduce the price spread of fruits and vegetables. The case 

study reveals that direct selling of fruits and vegetables through FPO fetched higher 

returns to the farmers and share in consumer rupees. The transaction cost is negligible 

and profit is shared with the farmers after selling. The recent reform of direct 

marketing increased the business of FPO by two fold. Additional benefits of this 

linkage received are subsidies, trainings, technical knowhow that further improves 

their farming. Thus it can be said that the institutional intervention through NGO and 

its FPO has benefitted the farmers as well as the consumers who pay low price for 

quality produce. Such interventions should be promoted and replicated in other areas 

in order to improve the supply chain. 
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Women empowerment is the most important instrument for the socio-economic 

development of a nation. In this context, SHGs have emerged as the tools that wield 

power to create a socio-economic revolution in the rural areas of our country. The 

empowerment of rural women is a key priority in the National Development Policy of 

India. The present study was taken in Sonepur district which has selected purposively 

for the study on the basis of maximum number of SHGs. The study was conducted on 

constraints perceived by the NGO led SHGs members. The district consists of six 

blocks, out of which two blocks namely Ullunda and Birmaharajpur were selected 

purposively for the study. A proportionate random sampling procedure was used for 

selection of the SHGs. A list of SHGs was obtained from records. From the prepared 

list, random sample was selected from two blocks. Therefore, 15 SHGs from each 

block were selected randomly. Thus, the total SHGs size was 30 SHGs. From each 

selected SHGs, two women members (president and secretary) were interviewed. 
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Thus, the total members of women respondents from the 30 SHGs were 60. Thus the 

total number of respondents for the present study was 60. Data were collected with 

the help of interview schedule by the researcher and for analysis of data frequency; 

mean percent Score and ranks were adopted. The results was shown that major 

constraints expressed by green gram growers under knowledge and information 

constraints was lack of information on post-harvest technology  where as in socio 

economic constraints, low profit and in technological constraints,  lack of market 

linkage were ranked among major constraints. 
 

Key Words: Constraints, Women, Empowerment, SHG, Adoption 
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In India, the scope of development is not narrow but very wide, as it includes not just 

the economic development but the growth on social front, quality of life, 

empowerment, women and child development, education and awareness of its 

citizens. To achieve this, a holistic vision and collaborative efforts involving various 

departments, agencies and even NGOs is required. NGOs or Non-Governmental 

Organizations have more benefits of working in rural areas as compared to 

governmental organizations because NGOs are more flexible, NGOs are specific to a 

particular locality and moreover these are committed towards serving the public and 

community as a whole.   
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In India Rural development is one of the main areas that is priority of the 

Government. It is well acknowledged that the self-help groups are playing key role in 

providing income and changing lives of rural people in India. Many NGOs in 

different regions of India are working to strengthen and promote the SHGs in rural 

areas. Odisha is one of the states of India having a huge rural population and a great 

number of active SHGs. Many NGOs are working in the state to promote and support 

SHGs. The present study was carried out in Ranapur block of Nayagarh district of 

Odisha. The sample size was 400 (SHG members). The major findings of the study 

suggest that majority of the self-help groups (84%) were formed by the NGOs help, 

majority of the members (94.5%) received help from NGOs for bank linkage, 56 per 
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cent of the respondents reported that they received training programmes related to 

operating SHGs, followed by 18 per cent respondents who reported that they received 

aid from NGO for marketing their product. 
 

Key Words: NGOs, SHGs, Rural Women, Promotion, Trainings 
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NGOs are more competent at facilitating farmers to learn from their own experience, 

they know the real situation at field level because they maintain closer contact with 

them. The objective of this study is to understand the role and responsibilities of 

NGOs in the formation and implementation of FPOs and way forward for the success 

of FPOs. In Andhra Pradesh the promoting and facilitating agencies are taking joint 

responsibility for implementation of FPOs. NABARD, Department of Agriculture and 

ICRISAT etc. are working as promoting agencies, while NGOs are acting as 

facilitating agencies or Resource institutes for some period of time. NGOs are good at 

community mobilization with immense response. Local, capable and reputed NGOs 

have been promoted several FPOs. The role of NGO as facilitating agency is 

mobilization of farmers, community will, participation, help in registration of the 

FPO, leadership development, responsibility for management, self -governance, 

compliance and reports to the Government. Some of the NGOs like 

RashtriyaSevaSamithi, AccionFraterna, FES, APMAS, AAA, Centre for Sustainable 

Agriculture, are some of the facilitating or resource institution involved in the 

promotion of FPOs in Andhra Pradesh state. The NGOs are normally having social 

mobilizing skills, but they lack business development, supply chain and marketing 

skills which are critical for success of FPOs as a business entity. Hence, NGOs must 

have a clear exit plan for sustainable and profitable FPOs before termination of their 

tenure; otherwise the future of FPO might be non-futuristic. 
 

Key Words: NGOs, FPOs, Andhra Pradesh, Promoting Agencies and Facilitating 

Agencies 
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Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) focuses on wide range of nonprofit 

activities like humanitarian and rural development to assisting local businesses and 

startups. Recently the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment (FCRA) Act, 

2020 created many challenges for NGOs. Some provisions in this act are very 

challenging like the FCRA account should be of state bank of India (SBI), Delhi 

branch. Here we will analyze the impact of Amendment on NGOs. Data are collected 

from primary sources (NGOs, Civil societies) through questionnaires. 100 NGOs and 

200 civil societies were chosen for data collection through stratified random sampling 

method. The purpose of study is to analyze the feasibility of NGOs for recent 

Amendments, to measure the challenges of recent Amendment on working of NGOs. 

Study shows that the recent Amendment affected (70%) working of larger NGOs like 

Amnesty International, Indian Branch and it increased the challenges to 60 per cent. 

NGOs plays very active role in civil societies and implementing governmental 

schemes at grass root level. If policies are strictly regulated for NGOs then their 

working will be affected so regulations should be prudent and welfare of civil 

societies should be significant.  
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The present day bureaucracy in our country and state has been an agent of 

exploitation rather than providing services to the people in general farmers in 

particular. At present more than 10,000 voluntary organizations are working in our 

states which have covering 97,134 villages. The voluntary organizations do have their 

roots with the people and actively respond to the needs and aspiration of the farmers 

very effectively. As they are voluntary in nature, they have dedicated service in 

solving the day to day problems of the farmers and motivating them to adoption of 

new farm technology which ultimately increase the socio-economic status of the 

farmers. Ankit Anusuchit Samaj Kalyan Technical Narri Utthan Evam Shikshan 

Sansthan (AASKTNUSS) Labkani Bansu, Deoria U.P. was registered as NGO in 

1996-97. The present case study was conducted interview total 32 achiever farmers 

through personal interview technique. Findings reveal that the farmers were provided 
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with paddy variety 27p63 for kharif season with demonstrations. Farmers were also 

facilitated by growing seeds of vegetables. Production of paddy (40-50q/hac.) was 

very low and farmers face 40-50 per cent losses. Major constraints faced by farmers 

during COVID-19 were rainfall and diseases. Personal observations indicate that 

farmers‟ participation is essential at every stop for agriculture development. It is 

recommended that problems of heavy rainfall and infestation of diseases be mitigated. 

Farmers‟ active participation is imperative. 
 

Key Words: Socio-Economic Status, Voluntary Organizations, AASKTNUSS, 

farmers 
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The issue that emerges, which is central to NGO effectiveness and the role of self-

help groups, is how these desperate elements touched  in this chapter come together. 

The main development approach for NGOs working with local communities that has 

emerged over the past 30 years is through self-help groups (SHG). This approach 

originated in Karnataka in the mid1970s, has since been widely adopted by NGOs 

across the country and is now strongly supported by government through its national 

five-year development plans. The key element that needs to be examined is how the 

empowering potential of SHGs pans out at the ground level for women. The 

empowerment theory that has been examined points to a delicate balance that is 

required between the individual and the group, in how group dynamics influence 

effectiveness. Hence the role of the NGO, and how it works with Self-Help Groups, 

becomes important. At this level the role of government and its relations with NGOs 

is far less important, but nevertheless dominates NGO discourse. The Self-Help 

Group model certainly offers a potential for achieving strong empowerment outcomes 

in which the group provides both the catalyst and support for strong individual 

empowerment outcomes; but also, as we have seen, this is a delicate balance of 

managing power relations and enabling equitable and fair outcomes for the group. 

This is where the purpose of the NGOs comes into play, and as we have found the 

SHG model may be good for some things but not for others. The major focus recently 

has been on microfinance with a range of papers and reports focusing on the 

efficiency of SHGs as financial intermediaries rather than as empowering structures. 

The competing ideology is that greater financial security will lead to women‟s 

empowerment, against the competing view that expanding a woman‟s range of 

choices through self-help group activity can enable her and her group to not only 

expand economic activities but also demand better services from government and 

NGOs. The more challenging question is whether the level of empowerment possible 

through the SHG can advance gender relations. 
 

Key Words: Self Help Groups, Women Empowerment, Effectiveness, GO-NGO 
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The current digital age and internet proliferation has led to the booming of services 

offered through the web to the end-users. Some of the non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) working in the agricultural sector like Digital Green and Bihar 

Rural Livelihoods Project (BRLP), popularly known as Jeevika, are utilizing the 

potential of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in reaching the 

farmers effectively through farmer-friendly digital videos for promoting various 

agricultural technologies. A survey was conducted in three villages of Jharkhand state 

to ascertain the farmers' level of awareness regarding the digital video and understand 

the opportunities and challenges associated with the videos. The survey results reveal 

that farmers are mostly interested in short-duration agricultural videos on a specific 

aspect of the process. They also opined on the need for an online support system 

based on the farmers' situational perspective. The results could be of use to the 

policymakers and NGOs to promote agricultural technologies using digital videos.  
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India is deficit in 30.65- 33.10 per cent green fodder, 11.41-11.85 per cent dry crop 

residues and 44 per cent feeds (IGFRI vision 2050) and lack of quality green fodder 

affects milk productivity, lactation period and livestock health. Sufficient availability 

of green fodder plays a key role in correcting infertility problem, enhancing milk 

production and finally improving socio-economic prosperity of dairy enterprise. As 

fodder and feeds constituents about 60 per cent of the total cost of milk production,  

this  can be significantly reduced  by improving feeding system based on green fodder 

and replacing ingredient of concentrate with leaf meal and enriched complete feed 

block. The green fodder is being cultivated only on 8.4 million hectares (5.23%) of 

total cropping area in India. Further, small operational land holdings (less than 4 ha) 

with the marginal, small and semi-medium respondents (own about 87.7 % of 
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livestock) are facing the major hurdles in increasing the area under forage crops. 

Considering the scarcity of green fodder for the dairy animals at field level, ICAR-

Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) Izatnagarpromoted the latest nutritious 

green fodder i.e. Bajra Napier Hybrid (BN Hybrid), specifically its CO-4 and CO-5 

varieties among the farmers by organizing the farmer‟s workshop, interface meet, 

farmers training, developing YouTube videos. The intensive campaign and extension 

approaches followed by IVRI for popularization of B-N Hybrid, the YARA Fertilizer 

India Pvt Limited, Sambhal which was earlier the part of TATA Chemical Pvt Ltd, 

join the collaborative venture with ICAR-IVRI Izatnagar. Another case is of 

Integrated Fodder- Livestock Development Project (IFLD&P) implemented  in 2008 

by  Himmothan society  in  collaboration with NGO i.e., CHIRAG in Nainital district 

of Uttarakhand, India with the objectives to increase the  availability of quality green 

fodder by developing fodder resources on common and private/own lands and to 

improve the  livestock health and productivity by promoting appropriate feed 

technologies to ensure sustained supply of nutritious feed and this research was 

carried out to assess the  impact of IFLD&P in terms of  farmers‟ knowledge and 

awareness about scientific animal husbandry practices, technological empowerment, 

availability of fodder, production and productivity of livestock. 
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India is the largest agricultural dependent country, where the culturally diverse 

population still relies on „agriculture‟ and it is not just a business for them but the 

„true culture of India‟. Agriculture is the main economic sector demographically and 

plays a major role in the entire socio-economic system of India. The position and 

contribution of women is no longer a matter of contention because the percentage of 

women who rely on agriculture for their livelihood more than 80.00 percent in rural 

India. Due to feminization of Indian agriculture, women play multiple roles right from 

sowing to harvesting. Women are therefore key contributors in agricultural production 

and they are expected to perform household works but their contribution is always 

ignored in agriculture. While performing agricultural operations, farm women are 

facing health, management, financial and social constraints and therefore the role of 

women in performing agricultural operations is comparatively low than men. By 

organizing farm women targeted meetings, training programmes, demonstrations and 

field trips will further improve their involvement in harvest and post-harvest 

activities. They could exert more decision-making authority, autonomy of their own 
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income and household expenses, freedom of choice and mobility. Female farmer 

focused NGO initiatives in the agricultural sector will helps to overcome constraints 

and strengthen their access to new knowledge and innovation of modern agriculture 

cultivation, retain better quality and quantity of yield, negotiate with market and 

selling or preserving quality goods through interventions that consequently increases 

their overall income.  
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The demand for proven agricultural technology among the farming community is 

continuously increasing but fulfilment of these demands by public agricultural 

extension system is limited as public agricultural extension system is affected by 

various inherent constraints. In the present scenario voluntary organizations have 

emerged as an integral part of the institutional structure for addressing poverty and 

rural development due to their proximity to the grassroots level, their ability to 

identify felt needs of the rural people and their efficient and cost effective mode of 

operation. To address the challenges of public extension system ICAR-IARI has 

developed linkages with voluntary organizations for dissemination of agricultural 

technologies to the farmers.The study was conducted on randomly selected 240 

farmers of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand states to assess the impact of IARI-

voluntary organizations partnership extension model. Two voluntary organizations 

namely Participatory Rural Development Foundation (PRDF) and Himalayan 

Environment Studies and Conservation Organization (HESCO) which are actively 

engaged in agriculture and allied activities in Gorakhpur and Deoria district of Uttar 

Pradesh and Dehradun district of Uttarakhand respectively were selected for the 

present study. The average adoption of IARI wheat and rice varieties was 71.25 per 

cent and 66.60 per cent respectively in the study area. HD2733, HD2967, HD2985 

PRH10, Pusa sugandh5, Pusa1121 and Pusa1509 were the major adopted varieties in 

study area. Majority (30%) of the respondents perceived that the model was medium 

effective as a means of providing agricultural technology. A significant increase in 

yield, income and savings of beneficiaries occurred on a longitudinal time basis. 
 

Key Words: Public Agricultural Extension, IARI Technologies, Adoption, Voluntary 

Organizations, Effectiveness 
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Nutrition-sensitive food and agricultural systems approach is the need of the hour to 

combat malnutrition in India. NGOs adopt a culturally compatible approach to bring 

the planned change. Having the experience in implementation of different food 

security models and considering the experiences of few traditional farmers, JATTU 

Trust of Vizianagaram district of Andhra Pradesh designed and promoted the "1/2 

acre Annapurna Crop Model". This initiative suggested an apt crop model to increase 

the food supply and income of tribal households with eco-friendly and pro-nature 

techniques. This model emphasized the cropping pattern where 50 per cent of the land 

was allocated for cultivation of cereals/millets in Kharif, remaining 50 per cent of the 

land was used for cultivation of crops like tubers, creeper, vegetables duly following 

border/trap crops like as marigold, red gram, sun flower, maize, etc.  Fruit plants were 

planted vertically following required distance in the direction either east to west or 

west to east in order to avoid the shadow on the beds. This model ensured food 

security to marginal and tenant farmers and thereby aims to alleviate the problem of 

hunger. Success stories revealed that the farmer earned Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 1,00,000 

income per year in irrigated fields while Rs. 30,000/- to Rs. 50,000/- income per year 

in rainfed areas after completion of 3rd year plantation. 2500 tribal farmers have 

adopted and got benefitted from this model. SERP-AP also promoted this model by 

provision of land on lease to the landless tribal poor to provide food security and 

change their socio-economic status.  
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Non–governmental organizations (NGOs) have emerged as the important element of 

contemporary Indian society for grassroots and civil society development.NGOs as a 

third sector institutional framework are playing a crucial role in providing strong 

support to the sustainable development issues. They are playing important role, in 

such sectors where the government and private organizations are showing less 

interest. Amongst them one of the main sectors is agriculture. Now days in the 
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modern era all third world countries consider NGOs as potential medium for rural 

development due to its ability to create huge network connecting poorest of the 

poor.The widespread belief that NGOs are more successful in reaching the poor in 

povertyreduction also resulted in rapid growth of funding for NGOs by government 

and externaldonors. The present study was conducted in Anantapur district of Andhra 

Pradesh in the year 2019-2020.A total of 265 NGOs are functioning in Anantapur 

District among them 50 NGO‟s are completely working only on agriculture 

development. Among 50 NGOs working on agriculture 20 were selected purposively 

for study to analyze their role in promoting sustainability in agriculture. Results 

revealed that now a day‟s NGOs have started to focus on prioritized subsectors in 

agriculture especially in Watershed and irrigation management, women empowerment 

in agriculture, zero budget natural farming, organic farming, formation of Farmer 

producer organizations, formation of self-help groups, check dam constructions and 

conducting awareness programmes on agriculture related technologies. These 

interventions with high priority for organic farming, value addition and rural women 

empowerment in agriculture are more important in the present scenario of dynamic 

growth of agriculture and its sustainability. 
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As we are living in 21
th

 century which is full of digital options like television, touch 

screen mobile, laptop, computer and other many information communication 

technologies. These technologies are giving support to bridge the countable gap 

between scientific researches and farmers in the country. At present time although we 

are growing enough that is supplied to feed the huge population of India and other 

needy people at globally. The situation of being self-sufficient in food production of 

India is due to vital role played by different extension systems running in our country. 

Basically there two type of extension system are working for transfer of agricultural 

and allied technologies among farming community of India are public and private 

extension systems. The public extension systems are governed by Government of 

India or by state government as well. But private extension system is deals with the 

control of private bodies interested or voluntarily working for the welfare of farming 

community of India. At present time the both the extension system are playing their 

important role but for reaching up to grass root level these extension system must be 

strengthen. If we talk about private extension system so there numerous 

nongovernmental organization, trust, societies and volunteer organization are keenly 

involved in extension process in India. These private extension bodies are playing 
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very crucial role in upliftment of poor people/ societies and land less labourers, 

farmers and farmwomen of downtrodden societies of India. The wide range of welfare 

programmes are run by these private systems especially converging to agriculture, 

health, hygiene, environment protection, animal protection, poverty alleviation, 

employment generations, women welfare, malnourished children welfare etc. and 

other many more area of works.  
 

Key Words: Private Extension, Public Extension, Social and Agricultural 

Development, Livelihood Security 
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The Government of India launched the Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan initiative to 

tackle the impact of COVID-19 on shramik (migrant) workers in India. It is a rural 

public works scheme launched on 20
th

 June, 2020 with an initial funding of Rs. 

50,000 crore. GKRA aims to give 125 days of employment to 670,000 migrant 

workers, approximately two-thirds of the total migrant labourer force that has gone 

back to rural areas. The scheme covers 116 districts in six states, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odisha and Jharkhand. The scheme is a joint effort by 12 

different Ministries/ Departments and covers 25 categories of works/ activities. BHU-

KVK, Mirzapur and few NGOs have conducted total 18 trainings for 630 migrant 

workers on various major topics for employment generation within their village or 

locality. 
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NGOs play an important role in Agricultural development in India. They were 

popular with establishment of U.N.O in 1945 & Globalization gave rise to their 

importance.Acting as planners and implementers to further development plans these 

agencies play the role of mediator between public and government. They are able to 

understand local problems and methods required solving them and persuade farmers 

to adopt new technologies. They undertake numerous activities in agriculture sector 

such as jobs/projects, distributing planting materials, cattle and poultry production, 
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minor, irrigation, free medical care for cattle. NGO is characterized as people 

centered voluntary, non–profit oriented, catalytic etc. Agriculture development means 

providing assistance to the crop producers with the help of various agricultural 

resources, providing protection, assisting in the research sphere employing latest 

techniques. A paradigm shift is needed to transform NGOs from their dependence on 

aids for transforming the rural scenario in the country by engaging them in Micro-

finance, Micro-insurance and Micro- entrepreneurship activities. Some of the 

important roles played by NGOs are 1) livelihood enhancement 2) Conservation 3) 

Sustainable production 4) Training farmers 5) Skill development 6) Creating 

awareness. Major challenges faced by NGOs are dependency upon government funds, 

NGOs selectively utilized the local talent train the individual‟s and use this for rural 

development. Prominent NGOs in India are 1) MYRADA 2) KRISHI VIKAS 

AIVAM GRAMIN PARASHIKSAN SANSTHA 3) IFFCO FOUNDATION. 

Farmers, social activists & Research scholars suggest that 1) donor agencies should 

take active part in selecting funding projects 2) short term trainings should be 

arranged for strengthening managerial capabilities of NGOs. 

 

Key Words: Agriculture, Managerial Capabilities, KrishiVikas, Paradigm shift 
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Self-help group can take a lead in any of the income generating activities by which 

group members can get employment and enhance their family socio-economic status. 

Dairy entrepreneurship development through SHGs in India has enormous potential in 

terms of diversity of rural occupations. Dairy farming is not only an essential 

component of agriculture, but also the most suitable production system that can be the 

tool for improving the socioeconomic status of the rural population. Entrepreneurial 

development is one of the ways to make rural people more competent in dairying as 

well as youth can be engaged in the agriculture by generating employment. 

Stakeholders under different departments play a vital role in the entrepreneurship 

development especially through SHGs. The different stakeholders considered may be, 

Shareholders/ Government organizations, Non-government organizations (NGO‟s), 

milk Producers, Input agencies/Suppliers, and Credit institutions. This study was 

undertaken in Shimoga district of the Karnataka State. Three taluks namely 

Shikaripura, Soraba and Sagara were selected randomly for the study. From each 

taluk four SHGs were selected randomly. The role of stakeholders was studied from 

the perspective of both stakeholders and clientele group. For this purpose, schedule 

was developed which includes the role of stakeholders in providing the different 

services like Breeding, Input support, Health care, Advisory/Extension and Marketing 

services and the respondents were asked to specify how frequently the services are 
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rendered by stakeholders. Shimoga Milk Producers Union Limited (SHIMUL) and 

Department of Animal husbandry and Veterinary services (DAH&VS) play a major 

role in rendering the dairy services as perceived by the respondents, whereas the 

KVK‟s, educational institutions (SAUs/ KVAFSU) present in the district were 

extending services related to the agriculture than dairy activities. Therefore, these 

organizations/ institutions need to expand their role to dairy entrepreneurship 

development. 
 

Key Words: SHG (Self Help Group), Stakeholders, Entrepreneurship  
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Developing agriculture sector portends well with coming together and joining hands 

by all the stakeholders in a concerted and focused manner with zeal to place the 

welfare of farming community over riding all other considerations. Multiple agencies 

are having stake in the cause of agriculture development. Under the PPP mode IARI, 

New Delhi has been collaborating with PRDF, a voluntary organization working in 

eastern part of Uttar Pradesh with its head quarter at Gorakhpur (UP). The technology 

developed by IARI is assessed and disseminated in eastern UP through the partnership 

arrangement with PRDF. The Institute is having its niche in developing agricultural 

technologies, whereas the PRDF is having strong foothold at the grass root level into 

the villages of eastern UP. In the present study, an assessment of the improved wheat 

variety HD 2967 has been carried out to evaluate its impact in enhancing productivity 

and income of the farmers of the region. The wheat variety was demonstrated in 

farmers‟ fields in the villages of eastern UP through the VO partner, regularly from 

2015-16 to 2019-20. As per the modus operandi, the crop performance in the field 

was regularly observed and monitored by the partner organization and also feedback 

collected from the farmers. The scientists of the Institute also visited and monitored 

crop in the field during crop season. The data regarding performance of the crop at 

different stages including its yield performance and economic gains were collected 

yearly by the partner organization from field and farmers and then reported back to 

the institution. The review workshop conducted at the Institute every year ahead of 

the each seasons to discuss and deliberate the findings and experiences of the previous 

season helped in planning and fine tuning future course of action.The variety recorded 

productivity in the range of 4.20 t/ha to 5.40 t/ha with significant increase of 30-35 

percentage over the local check. To develop a sustainable production system as well 

as to out scale the improved wheat variety, multiplication of the technology through 

seed production of wheat variety HD 2967 has been carried out. With the purpose, 

breeder seeds of the crop were supplied to PRDF. The seed production fetched the net 

income in range of Rs. 76475/- to 116200/- per hectare with B/C ratio of 3.45 to 4.61 
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from 2015-16 to 2019-20. The systematic and regular feedback is inbuilt feature of 

the programme which helped to identify and assess suitable technologies for 

enhancing productivity and income of the farmers.  
 

Key Words: PPP, PRDF, Eastern U.P, Technology Assessment,IARI 

 
IEEC/2020/ABS/T2/12 

Social and Digital Media Utilization by NGO’s for Uplifting Rural 

People in UT of Puducherry – Case Study 
S.Parthasarathi

1
,A.Shaik Alauddin

2
, A.Pouchepparadjou

3
, Th.B.Pratahb

4
,  

Th.P.SajithKumar
5
, Th.M.Periyasamy

6 
 

1 
Associate Professor, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru College of Agriculture and Research Institute 

2,3,4,5,6
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru College of Agriculture and Research Institute, U.T of 

Puducherry 

sps_pjn@yahoo.co.in 

 

Social and digital media facilitates effective communication by sharing ideas, 

thoughts and information through virtual networks among rural communities. Social 

media usage by the farmers is inevitable and enhances them to interact with their 

neighbouring community, officials, market and other development agencies. NGO‟s, 

a major player in rural development serves with the objective to work with 

community are harnessing the benefits of social and digital media by establish strong 

relation with people and organizations. NGO‟s are explores various dimensions of 

social and digital media to interact with their beneficiaries. With this background, a 

study was conducted to explore the social and digital media initiatives for rural 

development with the dimensions of social and digital media utilization pattern, 

preferences of beneficiaries, perception about social media, and type of information 

sought by rural people. The study was conducted by analysing the activities of three 

reputed NGOs, viz., DHAN, MSSRF and CEAD functioning in U.T of Puducherry. 

The officials, beneficiaries of the NGOs were considered for this analysis. The results 

show that most of the NGOs use social media for sharing technical information 

related to crop production/animal husbandry followed by marketing information, 

weather and training related information. The officials of NGOs and beneficiaries 

perceived that these media are beneficial for rural development. The important 

barriers expressed by them include language of message, digital literacy, cost of 

access data and connectivity. The suggestion offered by them includes training in 

ICT, internet speed, proper translation of messages in local language.  
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A Producer Organization is a generic name that represents different forms of 

community organizations/enterprises such as large cooperatives, SHG, Federation of 

SHGs, CIG, Farmers Club, Producer Company etc. These organizations aim to 

improve farmers‟ accessibility to credit, inputs and markets. Among all these 

organizations, producer companies have find fervour in agricultural sector across 

India. A Producer Company is a special case of producer enterprise that is registered 

under Section IXA of the Companies Act, 1956. Farmer producer companies can be 

seen as hybrids between private companies and cooperative societies. The producer-

company concept is aimed to combine the efficiency of a company with the `spirit' of 

traditional cooperatives. Producer companies aim to integrate smallholders into 

modern supply networks minimizing transaction and coordination costs, while 

benefiting from economies of scale. Marginal and small farmers pre-dominate 

farming in India. These farmers suffer from access to production quality, high prices 

of inputs, lack of credit, value addition, processing and weak access to markets. Many 

of these problems can be solved through collective action of farmers. Farmer producer 

organizations are recognized instruments of collective action in India. The co-

operative form of organisation has been perceived and seen as a means to achieving 

reduction in poverty and increase in wellbeing of local people in the presence of other 

structural constraints like small holdings, lack of bargaining power of small sellers of 

produce or services and competition from other forms of organizations like private 

companies and other mechanisms like contract farming and corporate farming. Co-

operatives in general have suffered from the problems globally and resulted in under 

performance with some exceptions. In the light of the liberalised market and increased 

competition, it was felt that there was a need to give more freedom to cooperatives to 

operate as business entities in competitive markets. Restrictive co-operative laws 

prevented co-operatives from becoming autonomous business entities. Formation of 

milk Producer Companies has shown the way for empowering the dairy farming 

communities. This paper deals with success stories of few milk producer companies 

across India. 
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Technology assessment and out-scaling for sustainable agricultural production 

systems through the voluntary organization (VO) in Public Private Partnership mode 

is an effective mode to reach the unreached. Access to improved technologies & 

techniques is a crucial requirement for sustainable agricultural development. In an 

action research programme, by sharing the strength and capacities of one of the VO 

partners „Foundation for Agricultural Resource Management and Environment 

Remediation (FARMER)‟, technological assessment trials on wheat were conducted 

in select villages of western U.P by Centre for Agricultural Technology Assessment 

and Transfer (CATAT), IARI. The mandate of collaborative partnership programme 

is to share the knowledge on sustainable farming practices and empowering farmer 

through mobilizing farmers in participatory mode. Under this programme, from rabi 

2015-16 to 2019-20, 23 demonstrations on improved varieties of wheat viz., HD-

2967, HD-2894, HD-3059, HD-2851 and HD-3086 in 57.5 ha area were laid on the 

selected farmers' fields in adopted villages of FARMER, Ghaziabad. The result 

showed that such demonstrations gave 7.5 to 22.5 percent higher yield than local 

check. In timely sown condition (Rice-wheat cropping pattern), the yield range of 

improved wheat varieties was 46.0 to 56.0 q/ha (HD 2967) and 51.0 to 57.6 q/ha (HD 

3086), However, in late sown condition (in Sugarcane cropping system), the yield 

range of wheat variety HD 3059 was between 44.00 to 49.10 q/ha. The on-farm 

assessment of newly released varieties HD-3226 and HD-3237 were also conducted in 

this partnership programme that resulted in average yield of 57.52 and 48.90 q/ha 

respectively. Farmers expressed their preference for these varieties for their yield and 

marketability. Thus these IARI wheat varieties have potential for adoption for higher 

production, productivity, marketability and nutritional security.  
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In Tamil Nadu, hundreds of women in the Cuddalore district are engaged in agro-

based occupations such as mushroom farming, beekeeping and vermi-composting. 
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Various NGOs operating in the district are also imparting the necessary training to 

make these businesses profitable. Proper and planned trainings that are delivered at 

the correct time will help the beneficiaries to achieve the right goal.Before to frame 

the training programmes, The NGOs must know the season of training, venue of 

training, type of training, frequency of training and duration of training to suit the 

beneficiaries. To find out, the study was conducted in Cuddalore district of Tamil 

Nadu with 90 beneficiaries. Five training related questions were asked from the 

beneficiaries with various components through the well-structured and pre-tested 

interview schedule. The collected data wasanalyzed with suitable statistical tools. This 

study has provided the following results to NGOs to plan their training. Majority of 

the beneficiaries preferred training after the cropping season (80.00 %), preferred 

their village venue (85.00 %) and preferred peripatetic training (75.00 %). The 

preference given by the majority of the beneficiaries on frequency of training was 

once in a month (60.00 %) and preferred their duration of training as two days (80.00 

%). 
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India is a country producing all four types of commercially exploited silks viz., 

Mulberry, Eri, Tasar and Muga in the world. Mulberry shared 70.06 per cent and non-

mulberry shared 29.94 per cent of total silk production in India. Muga, Eri and Tasar 

silks are non-mulberry silks and collectively known as wild or Vanya silks. Muga, the 

golden silk of India, is a pride possession, produced nowhere else in the world. Both 

muga and eri culture is endemic to North Eastern region which plays a pivotal role in 

ensuring sustainable livelihood for women and tribal empowerment. Muga silk is 

mainly produced in Assam, which is now expanded in other states such as Arunachal 

Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland. Sericulture is an agro based 

labour intensive rural industry including silkworm rearing, silkworm egg production 

and silk reeling/spinning and weaving. Sericulture contributes significantly towards 

rural employment, poverty alleviation, income re-distribution and equity sharing 

besides ensuring income to the farmers within a short span of time thereby playing a 

pivotal role in rural economy. 60 lakh persons are engaged in various sericulture 

activities in the country. It is estimated that Sericulture can generate employment of 

11 man-days per kg of raw silk production (in on-farm and off-farm activities) 

throughout the year. This potential is par-excellence and no other industry generates 

this kind of employment, especially in rural areas, hence, sericulture is used as a tool 
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for rural reconstruction. Women constitute more than 60 per cent of those engaged in 

down-stream activities of sericulture in the country and also practiced mainly by 

marginal farmers with the support of family members. Thus, sericulture is being used 

intensively as a tool of economic development by mobilizing women farmers into 

SHGs in N-E Indian states. Hence, projects are being undertaken by CMER&TI, 

Jorhat to promote SHGs based cluster model for both improving rearing as well as 

marketing of sericultural products, as the apex organization to promote Muga and Eri 

sericulture in North-East Indian states. 
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India has been the leading producer and consumer of dairy products since many years 

with largest bovine population. For rural economy, dairy production is one of the 

major factors for sustaining livelihood of farmers. The share of dairying in the 

livestock sector accounts for about 65 per cent indicating the significant role of 

dairying in the socio-economic situation of our country. Dairy sector helps the 

farmers in many ways for example regular income, nutrition requirement, fuel, 

manures etc. But the productivity is quite low in rural areas and the majority of 

farmers either consumes domestically or sells their milk in liquid form as such. This 

study allows understanding the different approaches of NGOs in dairy sector and their 

remarkable activities for the dairy farmers. AROH foundation is an NGO working 

with dairy farmers in UP, Chhattisgarh and Meghalaya in association with HDFC 

bank seeking tremendous potential for value addition and overall development of 

farmers who are dependent on dairying. The NGO, named Bhartiya Agro Industries 

Federation (BAIF) working in tribal areas of Maharashtra, is providing training to 

tribal farmers regarding improved dairy practices, animal health care, and value 

addition in dairy products, self-employment and also educating farmers regarding 

adoption of AI. Farmers have recognized increased milk production in Bihar due to 

training regarding improved dairy practices by an NGO named J. K. Trust. Many 

NGOs are grabbing opportunities in dairying as it is profitable as well. Vermi-

compost, manures, biogas, medicinal by-products and high value dairy products are 

the major attractive units in which the NGOs can make huge profit and generate 

employment too. 
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Organic farming is the best known alternative agriculture method which can sustain in 

a friendly eco-system and increase the crop productivity. Organic farming has been 

developed and covers 71.5 million hectares of area in almost 141 countries in the 

world, comprising 65 per cent of developing nations. India ranks 9
th

 in term of area 

under organic farming. The agri-export policy 2018, emphasized on increasing 

organic production in coming years. It is evident that during last two decades the 

organic farming movement in India has been led by grass root NGOs working on 

environment safety and sustainable food production. In the major organic producing 

states, like Sikkim, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and 

Chhattisgarh, a wide network of such organizations has been built. Besides this, the 

central and state governments have made multi-level collaborations with the leading 

NGOs to reach out to the maximum number of farmers. These organizations are 

providing the accurate information and techniques to farmers about organic farming 

and have made a significant achievement. NGOs arevery prominent in creating 

awareness on organic farming and promoting organic cultivation practices among 

farmers.  

Key Words: NGOs, Organic Farming, Sustainable Development, Food Safety 
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A degraded environment results in a degraded quality of life of the people and 

watershed provides a natural environmental unit for planning the developmental 

initiatives. NGOs play an important role in promoting sustainable water resources 

management. NGO named Action in Rural Technology and Service (ARTS) with 

NABARD initiated a Watershed Development Programme in the rainfed areas of 

srikakulam district with an objective to conserve water &soil, improve cultivable 

land, green cover through contour trenches, percolation tanks, farm ponds, 

horticulture plantation, productivity and livelihood enhancement. This project 

facilitated three watershed programmes covering 7500 hectors of 3200 families in 129 

villages of two mandals with the achieved treatment of 5800 acres of uncultivable 

land into cultivable land. Nearly 1000 acres of land was used for plantation of 

commercial crops like mango, cashew, pineapple, bamboo and teak.  It also 

constructed 60 check dams, one pipe aqueduct, 150 farm ponds, 70 percolation tanks 

and 80 tank renovation works by restored chain tank system to ensure irrigation to 

5050 acres. The 1870 acres of wasteland was developed for cultivation through 

Comprehensive Land Development Program of Watershed. The availability of 

grazing and pasture land, the wealth of rural live stock is increased in 540 families 

under watershed area. The collaborative watershed project transformed the lives of the 

tribal farmers in creating sustainable livelihoods through natural resource 

development. The ground water level was increased by 3 feet with the watershed 

works and the annual farmer income has increased by Rs.6000 to 15000 in the 

watershed area. 
 

Key Words: Watershed Development, ARTS-NABARD, Impact, Natural Resources, 
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In country like India, where an estimated 57.8 per cent rural households are 

agricultural households in the country, the role of Agricultural Extension is much 

more critical. Agricultural extension has withstood the test of time worldwide, right 
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from its formal beginning as cooperative extension services after passing of the smith 

lever act in 1914 in United States of America (USA). Agricultural extension is now 

conceived as agricultural advisory services, which comprises the entire set of 

organizations that support people engaged in agricultural production and facilitate 

their efforts to solve problems; link to markets and other players in the agricultural 

value chain; and obtain information, skills, and technologies to improve their 

livelihoods. Major reform trends around the world include decentralization, 

contracting, privatization, cost recovery, and the involvement of NGOs and farmer-

based organizations. In the background of pluralism, a descriptive study undertaken to 

assess the working of different types of extension service providers in Rangareddy 

district, Telangana which comes under dryland. Purposive sampling was done to 

include extension service providers to represent different sectors and which were 

following different methods of extension delivery. The organizations were having at 

least 10 years of experiences in providing extension services. A total of 8 extension 

service providers/organization from different sectors were selected for the study. The 

schedule for the survey was prepared based on the worldwide extension assessment 

schedule. The result of the showed that the public extension is still dominates the 

extension with more human resource and quantity of work but the private/NGO‟s 

though less in human resource, had focused on making extension more accountable to 

the farmers and providing marketing facilities to the farmers. progressive farmers bias 

was present in public system of extension services but NGO‟s were working hard not 

to get trapped in it as they were making there programme targeted towards the small 

and marginal farmers. The study concludes with making extension as “convergent 

pluralism” than just pluralistic extension.  
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As a third-sector institutional structure, non-governmental organizations play a vital 

role in actively supporting development issues. They have an important position, 

especially where less interest is shown by the government and private sectors. 

Agriculture is one of the major industries. Many countries around the world have been 

shown to promote modern agriculture, primarily to increase productivity for 

commercial purposes without taking account of environmental sustainability. NGOs 

are emerging as a new impetus for agricultural sustainability. Agriculture, 

governments and NGOs around the world are trying to establish a system called Low 

External Inputs and Sustainable Agriculture (LIESA) to encourage sustainable 
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agriculture. The method of organic farming, which is based on ecological principles 

and the implementation of ecological practices to preserve soil fertility, is designed to 

manage crop and animal health and to maintain good soil and water conditions. First 

the study aims to examine the role of NGOs in promoting sustainable farming. 

Secondly, to find out the degrees to which NGOs support awareness campaigns and 

develops marketing facilities. NGOs were randomly selected for detail for thorough 

investigation for the present analysis, and personal visits have collected relevant 

information. Many NGOs have engaged themselves successfully in the organic 

farming system. But 4 NGOs from three districts of Telangana were selected in this 

report. The study‟s overall review shows that NGOs are very influential in the 

successful implementation of government agricultural sustainability programmes and 

in shaping awareness and marketing programmes facilities. 
 

Key Words: NGOs, Organic Farming, Modern Agriculture, Marketing Programme 

Facilities 
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The government appliances alone cannot effectively cope-up with the impact of 

climate change until supported by different the masses. The need of participation of 

masses in achieving the targets committed in the policy statements for abatement of 

climate change has been felt strongly. NGOs being one of the most effective media to 

reach the people & play a significant role in climate change negotiations. There are 

several number NGOs and voluntary organization working on climate change in 

India. The rudimentary objectives of NGOs are act as catalyst in bringing about local, 

national and international initiative and community participation in overall 

improvement in quality of life. It would also help the government to obtain relevant 

information for promoting and facilitate the implementation of major climate change 

negotiations program. India has a several number of NGOs that work in the field of 

climate change. Paper is mainly focus on two NGOs are International Youth climate 

network (IYCN) and Vasudha foundation. Indian Youth Climate Network (IYCN) 

was founded in 2008 as a coalition of young people & youth-oriented organisations to 

take action on climate change to generate holistic awareness and empower ourselves 

as a generation of young people to take effective action against climate change, at a 

local, state, national and international level. Vasudha Foundation aims in promoting 

environment - friendly, socially and sustainable models of energy by focusing on 

renewable energy and energy efficient technologies and lifestyle solutions. NGOs 

create awareness among the public on current climate change issues and solutions. 

This research paper outlines the important contribution & role that can be played by 
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Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in helping to tackle climate change issues 

in India.  
 

Key Words: Community Participation, Climate Change, NGO 
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Non-governmental organization (NGO) is an organization comprising of people who 

are willing to work in public interest. The NGO is guided by altruism and selfless 

service to mankind or likewise. The enthusiastic human resources of NGO and the 

independence of mode of operation make NGO different from other organizations. 

Their approach is largely holistic and inclusive in nature. NGOs work in a large 

number of areas: protection of forests and water resources; promotion of clean 

environment; watershed development, afforestation, protection of indigenous seeds, 

plants and animals are some of them. NGOs have been proactive in the area of water 

conservation and management. The NGOs also conduct various campaigns to create 

awareness among the communities about the preservation and conservation of 

environment and biodiversity. NGOs are also active in conservation of freshwater 

ecosystems. Freshwater ecosystems are crucial for the existence of human beings as 

well as support livelihood and economy by way of agriculture, fisheries and tourism. 

These ecosystems also act as home to enormous variety of plants and animals. Many 

international NGOs like WWF have been working tirelessly towards harmony 

between human beings and nature. Environment NGOs have emerged as one of the 

strongest external pressure groups in bringing about the changes in environmental 

laws and regulations as well as enforcement of environment rules and regulations. 

NGOs are playing pivotal role in environmental protection, conservation and 

development. NGOs also are active in the area of disaster management by way of 

providing relief materials, organizing health camps, carrying out rescue operations, 

arranging temporary shelters, developing communication facilities and so on. Owing 

to their crucial role in disaster management, their importance largely increases in case 

of our India, which is a disaster prone country. The challenges of sustainable 

development can be effectively addressed when the NGOs work jointly with 

government and other sectors. 
 

Key Words: Environment Protection, Biodiversity Preservation, Water Conservation 

& Management, Disaster Management 
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„Golden fiber‟ jute is an important fiber crop of India cultivated in around 7.50 lakh 

hectare and about five million people are directly or indirectly dependent on this crop 

for livelihood. The bio-degradable jute fiber is used in packaging, textile, geo-textile, 

paper, building material and auto-mobile industries. It is also used for making 

diversified products. India is the largest producer of jute and jute products and earns 

around `2300 Cr foreign exchange annually. Good quality fiber is prerequisite for 

making diversified products. To obtain fine fiber, promotion of improved jute 

production technologies is very crucial. NGOs can play tremendous role in this 

direction. West Bengal, the main jute growing state harbours the third largest NGO 

network in the country. Its major jute producing districts are having 2506 enrolled 

NGOs working in various rural development sectors where promotion of jute 

production technologies and enterprises has a huge scope and prospect. With technical 

assistance from ICAR-CRIJAF, these NGOs can organize capacity building 

programmes for jute growers on improved production technologies for producing 

quality fiber and obtaining higher profit. NGOs can also work on entrepreneurship 

development on jute handicrafts for women empowerment. ICAR-CRIJAF has 

worked with Vikas Kendra, a project ofSociety for Equitable Voluntary Actions 

(SEVA) for popularizing jute-based production technologies at Atghata village of 

Baduria block in North 24 Parganas district. For ensuring direct economic benefit to 

farmers, institute scientists have facilitated in creating market linkages with jute 

industries. The benefitted farmers motivated others to adopt improved technologies. 

This creates an example of promoting improved jute production technologies through 

NGOs.  
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Women face significant barriers in accessing skill training, including low literacy 

levels, domestic obligations and lack of training opportunities. Addressing these 

challenges to improve women SHGs access to advanced and more relevant training is 

an important step in increasing skills. For wider study two NGOs in Varanasi district 

of Utter Pradesh were selected randomly. The list of Self Help Groups (SHGs) was 
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obtained from the selected NGOs. From each NGO, five SHGs were also selected 

with simple random sampling technique. From ten SHGs total 184 women 

respondents formed were selected for the study. The evaluation of pre and post 

training programme about the change in knowledge and skill of respondents were 

studied with the help of five point Likert scale. For data processing and analyzing, 

SPSS 16.0 had been used for some descriptive statistics like: χ2-test, paired and 

unpaired t-test and F-test. Majority of respondents (62.5%) were between the age of 

21 -35 years. The maximum of females opined to learn new things and developed 

skills (76.1%) while 52.7 per cent, 45.7 per cent and 44.0 per cent of females reported 

that training programme helps to developed new ideas, to become self-dependent and 

source of supplementary income respectively. The proportion of females belong to 

NGO-I was the highest (P0.05) in respect of different type of advantages of training 

programme than the females of NGO-II except among those who reported learning of 

new things & skills. It was most of females (60.9%) are of the opinion that the 

duration of training programme was very short and rest 39.1 per centreported to face 

some difficulties about learning.  
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Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) are the organisations that offer the services 

on voluntary basis, independent of government with non-profit making motives, 

engaged in various developmental activities in rural, social, economic and 

environment developmental issues. With the occurrence of repeated disasters, NGOs 

were striving hard to bring the disaster affected people‟s life to normalcy through 

disaster management activities. Opportunities for NGOs in mainstreaming disaster 

risk reduction: Integration of DRR with development policies and their developmental 

strategies, safeguarding DRR through capacity building and training of NGOs, 

topographical planning as a prospect for mainstreaming, Mainstreaming DRR in their 

project cycle management and integration of DRR into development through 

reciprocated collaboration with others.Weak coordination between agencies of 

development,short-spans for relief interferences, Negligence of isolated and 

unreachable disaster-hit areas, propensity to rush towards epicentre of disaster, 

inadequate adherence to humanitarian standards and good practices, lacking of 

transparency and accountability to donors and disaster hit societies, abandonment of 

rural-urban diversity and lack of attention to rural areas, lack of clear exit strategy 

during transitionand advocacy role of NGOs with do no harm approach.Setting up a 

functional GO-NGO coordination platform, GO-NGO institutional arrangements, 
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accessibility to disaster affected areas, setting and committing to minimum standards 

by GO-NGO and institutionalizing knowledge creation and management. 
 

Key Words: Disaster, Risk Reduction, NGOs, Opportunities, Challenges 
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In Indian culture and civilization, the women represent beauty, auspiciousness and 

prosperity. She is worshipped as dawn, the bringer of hope. Historically, it is believed 

that it was the women who first domesticated crop plants, and there by initiated the art 

and science of farming. About 70 per cent of farm work is performed by women. 

Thus, it aptly justifies “most farmers in India are women”. They are overwhelmingly 

engaged in agriculture both as main and marginal workers and have been playing a 

pivotal role since ancient times. There are very limited studies to highlight the Extent 

of self-help group members in Horticulture related activities hence the study was 

taken up to know their involvement. Sirsitaluk of uttarakannada was considered as the 

study area.In Sirsitaluk 5 villages were selected randomly. In each selected villages, 

one SHG‟s was selected. In each SHG‟s ten respondents were interviewed for 

information with the pre tested interview schedule, that accounted to total ten villages 

and 50 respondents. Majority of the women were participating entrepreneurial 

activities partially in the horticulture related activities .Results shown that 33.33 per 

cent of women were participating in the post-harvest related activities followed by 

nursery management (27.77%).More number of women (25%) was practicing nursery 

management as an income generating activities followed by pickling and papad 

making (15%).Majority of the women expressed that seasonality, scarcity of skilled 

labour and lack of space for storage as the major constraints in the horticulture 

production. The outcome of the study would help the extension functionaries to 

formulate suitable programmes and use appropriate methods to increase horticulture 

production and the empowerment level of farm women. Further, empowered farm 

women can be identified and they can be used by the extension workers to influence 

and educate other farm women in the villages. 
 

Key Words: Self-Help Group, Extent of Participation, Income Generation Activity, 

Nursery Management, Seasonality 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pushpa.agri@gmail.com


IEECBHU 2020 | Souvenir-cum-Abstract Book 
 

43 | I E E C B H U 2 0 2 0  

IEEC/2020/ABS/T3/10 

Redefining the Role of NGOs in Science Based Watershed 

Management: Experiences from Sujala-III Project, Karnataka  
Ravi K N

1
, S L Patil

2
, P R Ojasvi

3
, Ramesha M N

4
, B S Naik

5
, Prabhavati M

6
, Ravi 

Dupdal
7
, Hrittick Biswa

8
, Amrut Morade

9 

1,4,6,7,9
Scientist,

 2
Head of Centre,

5
Senior Scientist, 

3
Head, Hydrology & Engineering Division, 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Soil and Water Conservation, Dehradun 
8
Principal Scientist, Division of Remote Sensing Applications,ICAR-National Bureau of Soil 

Survey and Land Use Planning, Nagpur (Maharashtra)  

raviknswamy01@gmail.com 

 

India accounts for 120 million hectare of degraded land that is one-third of total 

mainland area. Soil erosion, depleted forest land and climate change are the major 

challenges to be addressed by the country to reverse the land degradation. Therefore 

watershed development is one of the promising means to achieve the targets of land 

degradation neutrality. At present the concept of watershed development has been 

changed from conventional to more science based approach. The aim of this paper is 

twofold, firstly to delineate the process and methods of science based approach to 

watershed development adopted under Sujala-III project and then define the present 

role of NGOs and its strengths over the Public Extension System. Further results from 

our evaluation study from 12 micro-watersheds of Sujala-III project across four 

districts of Karnataka state with 720 respondents‟ reveals that overall reach of the LRI 

cards to the farmers is only 18 per cent and capacity building was only to 23 per cent 

respondents thus reflect poor awareness and limited reach of LRI cards among 

farmers. Therefore analysing the situation we redefined the role of NGOs in the 

science based projects must be holistic in approach and suggestions were made for its 

greater utilisation in LRI card distribution, community networking at larger scale for 

effective dissemination of science based watershed approach among the farmers and 

its adoption in similar projects on pilot basis to validate the redefined roles of NGOs.   
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Extension and Advisory Services (EAS) is crucial to facilitate the overall 

development of agriculture and allied sectors. The public and private extension 

systems have undertaken many efforts, but may not always be relevant, adequate and 

timely to deal with the contemporary changes in agriculture. Moreover, many 

extension interventions should be capable of providing a wide range of support as 
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required by farmers by addressing their organizational, technological, financial, 

marketing, and entrepreneurial needs. Against this backdrop the present study 

attempts to study one such NGO – called YuvaMitra to explore and understand its 

approach and interventions to address contemporary challenges in development of 

sustainable livelihoods in the field of agriculture. The NGO is based at Nashik district 

in the State of Maharashtra. Established in 1995, it has been working in the areas of 

natural resources management and sustainable livelihoods since a very long period. 

The study is exploratory and conceptual in nature. It has been found by the authors 

that the NGO has followed a “participatory planning and action approach” in their 

developmental work. Its journey started from „water resource management‟ to 

“sustainable livelihoods management” by promoting grass-root institutions viz. Water 

Users Associations (WUAs) and Farmer Producers Organizations (FPOs). Over the 

period, YuvaMitra has undertaken several innovative approaches to support the larger 

cause of social, economic and environmental development in the field of agriculture.  

One of the most striking initiatives is its multi institutional approach whereby the 

NGO has developed a unique model of “FPOs and Private Partnership” and 

established “KrishakMitra Services Pvt. Ltd.” to address the marketing, financial, 

technological and entrepreneurial needs of the farmers. For sustainable development, 

it is recommended that development interventions should focus on strengthening and 

expanding farmers‟ collectives/ organizations for better diffusion and adoption of 

information & technology and linking these organizations with internal as well as 

external stakeholders in the broader value chain such as banks, developmental 

institutions, government agencies, technical agencies, market intermediaries and 

consumer markets. The authors assert that given the set of complexities in agricultural 

livelihoods promotion, a multi institutional approach is the most suitable for an NGO 

to design grass root level interventions.   
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Green revolution helped India to become self-reliant in terms of food production. 

With time it was realised by policy makers and development workers that it has 

disturbed the ecology and hamper the sustainability of the resources. So there is a 

paradigm shift these days to maintain sustainability. Indigenous Technical Knowledge 

is a frugal option for achieving sustainability of resources. Tribal communities have 

nurtured their indigenous knowledge since generations. Extension system is suffering 

from few lacunae like inadequate funds and low staffing capacity so it becomes 
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imperative for other stakeholders like NGOs to come forward to complement existing 

extension system. Tribal communities reside in isolated tracts. NGOs have been 

known for their excellent work in the remotest part of the nation.  NGO personnel are 

competent for rapport building with tribals. NGOs can play a significant role in 

engaging them actively in sustainable development work. NGOs like SEWA of 

Gujarat and Honey Bee Network of Ahmedabad are doing commendable work in 

documentation, scouting and utilisation of ITK in various parts of India. They are 

bringing sense of pride and empowerment to knowledge holders by benefit sharing 

mechanism. To make any research and extension programme successful it must be 

farmer driven and farmer accountability is required. There are many other aspects in 

ITK work which can be explored by NGOs. It will help development works and 

policy makers in designing the sustainable agriculture interventions if public 

extension system and NGOs would work in synchronisation which will ultimately 

lead to betterment of our society. 
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Non-Governmental Organizations have played a crucial role in bettering the state of 

agriculture and rural development in India. Without their long history of community 

mobilization and ground based innovative solutions; hunger, poverty and education 

would be much bigger issues for us than they currently are.  In the context of 

agriculture extension too they have proved their mettle as they are quicker to change, 

adapt and respond to the ground realities and challenges than other government 

entities. Today, NGOs are working towards ensuring financial sustainability by 

exploring newer dimensions in agriculture and enterprise creation. Agri-tourism is 

one such dimension stemming out from core agriculture sector that combines 

elements of farm life and tourism industry. As a farm enterprise, it has a direct effect 

on income generation, farm diversification, employment creation and community 

development. Agri-tourism in India began thriving in an organized manner under Agri 

Tourism Development Corporation (ATDC), an NGO based in Pune, Maharashtra. 

They have made a tremendous impact in the Agri-tourism industry and their models 

have been replicated successfully. Since Agri-tourism as a business model is flexible 

enough to work at individual and community levels, the involvement of NGOs come 

in handy to make it custom-based. This paper aims to analyse the role of NGOs in 

promoting Agri-tourism as an income generating enterprise through various case 
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studies. It explores how NGOs can help create certain systems and models for Agri-

tourism development which can be disseminated and replicated at multiple scales.  
 

Key Words: Agri-tourism, Employment Generation, Farm Enterprise, NGO 
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Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) are generally non-profit groups not 

affiliated with any government operating at local, national and international. These 

can be registered as societies or trust or a private limited non-profit company 

commonly referred to as Section 8 (Indian companies Act, 1956). An NGO can be 

registered under any of the three acts i.e., Societies Registration Act (1860), Indian 

Trust Act (1882) and Companies Act (2013). In India there are around 3.2 million 

registered NGOs. They have a greater influence on the environmental policies, 

women issues and human rights. NGO is used as a brolly to cover all legal entities 

that seek charitable and philanthropic funds towards betterment of society without the 

motive to derive profit. NGOs often play a critical role in advocating for changes in 

law policy, procedure and administrative rules. NGOs bring the stories of the 

individuals they serve to the process which form an important part of the evidence 

needed to convince the policy makers of the needed changes. The rules for the NGO 

participation in the legislative process differ in every country. In some cases NGOs 

may participate in the drafting process but not in the introduction of the legislation. 

NGOs may have difficulty in accessing the information on the draft laws, but can 

sometimes use national laws on freedom of access to information to assist the public 

relations offices of the parliament. Indians have more per capita NGOs than hospital 

beds. The Central Statistical Organization of India states that there are around four 

NGOs for every 1000 people in urban areas and 2 or 3 NGOs for every 1000 rural 

populations. This paper mainly focused on the legal exposure and status of NGOs in 

India.  
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In India, it was found that poverty alleviation, income generation livelihood security 

sanitation problem, education and medical facilities etc. are basic requirements of 

society. NGOs are playing vital role in the rural development or fulfil the basic needs 

of society in collaboration with the government. NGO‟s or Non-Governmental 

organizations are more flexible, specific to a particular locality and moreover these 

are committed towards serving the community or rural areas. NGO‟s rapport with the 

farmers has allowed them to draw a local knowledge and to identify the basic needs of 

rural peoples. Major rural development programmes of the NGOs are agricultural 

programmes, health programmes, human resource development programmes, and 

community developments etc. NGO‟s functions including villager‟s socio-economic 

changes, sanitary condition, education, increase in irrigated areas, animal resource and 

cropping intensity and adopting yield improvement practices under conducting 

Demonstrations. NGO also go for training the rural youths in fabrication works, wood 

works, agarbathi manufacturing, printing press, mushroom production, bee keeping, 

poultry and livestock rearing, ornamental, nursery raising and value addition of fruits 

and vegetables etc. to attracting the rural youth in agriculture and rural areas. 

Conclusively,NGO‟s acts as platform where farmers benefit through new technology 

in agriculture and become aware about the agricultural schemes and developments 

programmes. NGO‟s works at grass root levels and know very well about basic 

requirements and needs of rural areas which are help them to plan and implement the 

development programmes. 
 

Key Words: NGO, Rural development, Individual development, Training, 
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The growth and development of India relies on agriculture and allied enterprises, 

reason being its huge contribution to national GDP as well as this sector constitutes 

massive workforce participation. Agriculture sector depends on technologies or 

innovations because these provide the foundation for the growth and development of 

this sector. The creativity, wisdom and innovation of farmers have essential roles to 

play in agriculture, reason being its applicability as well as its affordability to tackle 

field situations. Due to discontinuance of centralized innovations in agriculture, focus 
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of agriculture is shifted from research station innovations to farmers‟ innovation. 

Farmers‟ innovation is no doubt a good source of solving location specific problems 

but a number of challenges are associated to it. Farmers‟ innovations are not well 

documented and validated. These innovations are evaluated on the basis of scientific 

parameters and criticized for being unscientific. Farmers‟ face a number of constraints 

while developing and commercializing innovations. Considering these pertinent 

issues the present paper is an attempt to highlight the current status of farmers‟ 

innovation with special reference to needs of these innovations and challenges 

associated to it.  
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Mahatma Gandhi once said “India lives in its villages” and looking at the present 

scenario from the social, economic and political perspectives this statement seems 

valid even today. Hence Rural Development which is concerned with economic 

growth and social justice, improvement in the living standard of the rural people by 

providing adequate and quality social services and minimum basic needs becomes 

essential.  Non-government organizations with their advantage of non- rigid, locality 

specific, felt need-based, beneficiary oriented and committed nature of service have 

established multitude of roleswhich can effect rural development. A number of NGOs 

have been playing a vital role in ruralcommunity development,to enable them to lead 

a dignified life by building their capabilities, strengthening community institutions 

and mobilising resources. The present era is being characterized by “Revolution in 

information technology” which is popularly known as Information Communication 

Technology (ICT), including gadgets which processes to access, retrieve, store, 

organize, manipulate, produce, present and exchange information by electronic and 

automated means. So, ICT refers to tools that facilitate production, transmission and 

processing of information. In developing countries like India, ICT has always been an 

important factor behind development. Even in areas where there is hardly any 

development, ICT has been considered to change some part of it. It has showed traces 

in the smallest of villages. In the present era of digitalization plays an important role 

in rural development. Various ICT initiatives have been undertaken by NGOs like 

DIGITAL GREEN,Sampark.net, Oracle Smart Community Interface, ICT for Poor, 

RAIN etc.These ICT initiatives by NGOs focuses on transforming agriculture and 

other allied activities in to a sustainable & vibrant activity, which will improve rural 

people' livelihood and bring respect to their profession and works towards uplifting 

the socio-economic status of the rural people. 
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Empowerment of women is the need for the hour.Efficient transfer of innovations in 

livestock farming and their practical application to field situation is a key to 

development of livestock sector.NGOs and Self Help Groups (SHGs) play a key role 

towards women empowerment by providing basic education, training for self-

employment and self-awareness programs.The present study was carried out in 

Ludhiana district of Punjab to assess the empowerment status of rural women of 

livestock based Self Help Groups formed by NGO. Forty (40) SHG women members 

were subjected to structured interview schedule for the study.The study revealed that 

regarding overall adoption about Scientific Livestock Farming Practices (SLFPs), 

majority of the beneficiaries (45.00%) were in medium category followed by 42.50 

per cent and 12.50 per cent in low and high category, respectively. Majority of the 

beneficiaries (57.50%) had medium level of adoption regarding breeding practices. In 

case of feeding practices, most of the members (42.50%) were found under medium 

level of adoption. As far as health care practices were concerned, about 47.50 per cent 

of the beneficiaries possessed medium level of adoption. Regarding management 

practices, 45.00 per cent and 42.50 per cent of the beneficiaries were observed in low 

and medium category of adoption, respectively. Information empowerment of SHG 

beneficiaries through group activities like trainings, meetings, and contacts with 

change agents of NGO helped them in adopting scientific livestock farming practices 

(SLFPs) and improving their socioeconomic status. 
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Despite repetitive achievement of Krishi Karman Award to Madhya Pradesh State, the 

productivity enhancement inAgriculture has failed to secure a better nutritional status 

in Tribal District Shahdol. The base line study of NutrismartKunarsejavillage (Block- 

Sohagpur) shows evidence of malnutrition in the village. Malnutrition means 

retardationof growth of the children, prone risk towards illness, and also shows poor 

social and mental development. Malnutrition in adolescent girls and women shows 
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increase in the risk of mortality during labour and delivery and puts their newly born 

children at risk of long-term deficiencies. Improving nutritional status, including 

micronutrient status, can lead to increased productivity, increased child survival and 

growth, and reduced maternal morbidity and mortality.The present paper is an attempt 

to measure the extent of childhood malnutrition across the village and to realize the 

role of agricultural production and consumption pattern with the contextof nutritional 

status of children.The lack of knowledge of nutrient content of locally available rich 

resources and their role in better health among a majority of the rural population is 

key necessitates to deal with malnutrition. This approach in long term may promote 

self-reliance and self-support in thevillage. Nutrition intervention 

programmesnamelySaat Din SaatKyaariNutritional Kitchen Garden has been taken 

up by KrishiVigyan Kendra Shahdolwith anaim to improve the nutritionalstatus and 

health of the vulnerable malnourished families in convergence with different partners 

Women‟s and Child Development Department, Agriculture Horticultural Department 

and NGO partners. Kitchen Gardens were established in villagemaking the 

involvement of 24 farm families. Average per capita consumption of vegetables rises 

from 175g/day to 260 g/day showing a remarkably increase in protein, iron, calcium 

and vitamins uptake. This further adds on in boosting immunity in COVID situation.  
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A NGO is basically a non-profit making, voluntary, service/ development oriented 

organization, work for peoples help. They exist for the empowerment of economic or 

socially marginalized groups to better the quality of life of the poor, marginalized in 

both rural and urban areas. NGOs are those who conduct field activities by 

establishing direct contact with the grass root peoples.  These NGOs procure funds 

from various agencies, important training, and conduct workshops for target work 

force. The role of NGO for Entrepreneurship became the most important means of 

providing employment. At the primary level, NGOs have played a very good role in 

entrepreneurship. One of the major problems faced in developing entrepreneurship in 

rural areas is lack of awareness and knowledge about the importance of developing 

industries in rural areas.  NGOs all different entrepreneurship like small, medium also 

helps everyone in different ways. There is no denying of the fact the development of 

entrepreneurship has emerged as a nation movement due to its strengths to solve the 

twin problems of unemployment and poverty. Rural industries are generally 

associated with agriculture. According to the Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC), “village industry or rural industry means any industry located in 

rural area which gives employment to the peoples. And these types of open industry 

are best example of NGO support the peoples for employment. Rural industries being 
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labour intensive have high potential in employment generation. Thus, they serve as an 

antidote to the widespread problems of disguised unemployment or under 

employment stalking the rural territory. NGO open the private agencies that support 

international development or indigenous groups organized regionally or nationally 

and member-groups in villages. 
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In a view of the increasing global transition of novel COVID 19, the Indian 

government had also adopted a range of alternative measures such as limiting public 

gatherings, stopping travel, closing schools and lockdowns. But a sudden 

announcement of the “lockdown” on 21
st
 march, 2020 in the country without prior 

information forced thousands of labourers of the country to walk several miles to their 

villages. Moreover, deaths due to starvation, suicides, exhaustion, road and rail 

accidents, police brutality and delay of timely medical care were reported 350 till May 

10, 2020. Although government later came up with various relief measures for these 

vulnerable groups but the delayed communication and miss-communication during 

early phases of pandemics leads to highly undesirable outcomes for vulnerable 

population. Vulnerable poor are overwhelmed with their own difficulty to engage in 

the protective actions and any perceived uncertainty in risk information can provide a 

reason for them for avoiding information, to hesitate to change behaviour, or to 

selectively process messages, all of which can reduce the chances of timely action. 

Whereas government in current pandemic has also shared a huge responsibility of 

track, trace and block transmission of the outbreak.  Accordingly, they are surrounded 

by the potential risk like lack of trust of citizen to the government, lack of solidarity 

and rising nationalism, complexity in managing the systematic risk during pandemic. 

Therefore, present article aims to review the effective communication strategies of 

various government and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) to overcome current 

communication challenges and prepare for future pandemic. 
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Non-government organisations play a very critical role in the process of managing 

development initiatives of various kinds at rural level. The rural poor and socially 

depressed classes are mainly depending upon the operations of NGOs.Major rural 

development programmes of the NGOs are agricultural programmes, health 

programmes, human resource development programmes, community development 

and industrial and trade programmes.Majority of the beneficiaries, non-beneficiaries, 

workers of NGOs and workers of other development agencies considered rural 

development works of the NGOs as effective for rural development.This paper discus 

origin of NGOs, basic objectives of NGOs, various roles of NGOs, functions in 

agricultural and development of rural area of India.Non-government organisations 

catalyze rural population, build models experiment, supplement government efforts 

and organizing rural poor these are main role of NGOs in agriculture and rural 

areadevelopment.The overall analysis of review of literature reveals that NGOs are 

very prominent in effective implementation of government programmes towards 

sustainable rural development through the third party activities in education, health, 

agriculture, community development, energy, environment, and waste, moral 

upbringing, youth empowerment and poverty alleviation. 
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India has one of the largest education systems in the world with more than 15 lakhs 

schools and 80 lakhs school teachers. There has been a huge expansion of the Indian 

education system at all levels after independence. The public expenditure on 

education in India, as a proportion of GDP, has been low below 4 percent of GDP for 

many years except for some specific years when it has managed to cross the 4 percent 

marks.While primarily focused on education, rural schools also play an important role 

in the health of students and the community. Working on health-related initiatives 

makes sense for rural schools as physical and mental health status, physical activity, 

and good nutrition all impact how students learn. Schools serve as an important 

community resource and can engage in health-related activities such as:Teaching 

children about health and wellness topics, providing nutritious meals such as mid-day 

meal, providing opportunities for education related to physical activity, discouraging 

ragging in the school, serving as a location where healthcare is provided, serving as an 
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advocate for children with special health needs, providing counseling and resources 

related to mental health and emotional well-being.School-based health centers can 

provide healthcare for students who may not otherwise receive care from their 

household where family have a low socio economic background. Rural students may 

face barriers to access healthcare services including long distances to providers, lack 

of reliable transportation, work demands of students' parents, poverty, lack of health 

insurance, and the cost of healthcare. School-based health centers often operate as a 

partnership between the school and a community health center, hospital, or local 

health department to improve the health of students, as well as the community as a 

whole.  In Tripura (one of the states in North east India) a NGO Voluntary Health 

Association of Tripura,  this organization has been working for the promotion of 

health and primary education, gender equity and promotion of care and support for the 

children in need. VHAT initiated their Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) 

Programme for the Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) in a few blocks of west and 

south districts of Tripura in 2007.  
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In 2020, the estimated youth unemployment rate in India was at 23.75 per cent. 

According to the source, the data are ILO estimates. For the past decade, India‟s 

youth unemployment rate has been hovering around the 22 per cent mark. The youth 

unemployment rate refers to those in the workforce who are aged 15 to 24 years and 

without a job, but actively seeking one. Generally, youth unemployment rates are 

higher than the adult unemployment rates, and India is no exception: youth 

unemployment in India is significantly higher than the national unemployment rate. 

India‟s unemployment rate in general is not remarkably high when compared to those 

of other countries. Both India‟s unemployment rate and youth unemployment rate are 

below their global equivalents. In a comparison of the Asia-Pacific region countries, 

India ranks somewhere in the middle, with Cambodia‟s unemployment rate being 

estimated to be below one per cent, and Afghanistan‟s the highest at 8.8 per cent. The 

above figures stand to reveal the fact that Global youth unemployment could 

boomerang to become a global crises causing social and economic impact on all 

countries besides pushing the economies and progress backward. Though every 

government as well as World Organizations do frame policies and promote schemes 

as well as funds to promote youth employment programs, the quantum of such effort 

is negligible when compared to the huge numbers. Entrepreneurship in any society is 

a sign of progress. A stable business environment, market-oriented reforms and key 

initiatives like Make in India, Digital India, Mudra Yojana, Atal Innovation Mission, 

59 minute loan, Stand up India and Start-Up India are encouraging aspiring and 
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ambitious young Indians. The flagship programmes are addressing various elements 

of entrepreneurship ecosystem including organizing grand challenges, funding 

support, creation of new incubators and capacity building of existing incubators, ease 

of doing business, tax benefits. Apart from the high technology and advanced 

innovation based entrepreneurship, Government is equally supportive of large scale 

entrepreneurship based on continuous/ incremental innovation or existing know how. 

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship plays an important role to 

promote this large scale entrepreneurial ecosystem, together with the Skill 

development initiatives for entrepreneurship. Ministry has undertaken consistent and 

strategically planned efforts to promote entrepreneurship and provide necessary 

support to skilled candidates interested in starting their enterprise. 

PradhanMantriKaushalKendras have been converted to Entrepreneurship Hubs to 

facilitate entrepreneurship in the district by providing interested trainees mentoring 

and handholding support. Ministry has also collaborated with Department of Financial 

Services, SIDBI, Rural Self Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs) and Civil 

Society organizations like DeAsra to impart the knowledge base on enterprise start-

up, mentorship and handholding and to facilitate credit linkages. Present paper shows 

the various government schemes for youth skill development and entrepreneurship. 
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Empowerment is a phenomenon which was conceived somewhere in the nineties 

andis defined as „giving power to, „creating power within‟ and „enabling‟.It refers to a 

term which is often linked to the second gender (women) who are deemed to be equal 

partners in development of any society or the nation at large. It is a well-known fact 

that given equal opportunities, women who are an important human resource can 

perform alike men or even better. Empowerment is not just a term; it is a process 

which enables women to realize their own identity, potential and power in all aspects 

of life. It allows women greater access to knowledge &resources, greater autonomy in 

decision making, greater ability to plan their time, freeing them from the clutches of 

irrelevant customsand practices. The Nairobi conference held in 1985 called on the 

participating countries to take steps for ensuring women‟s participation in politics 

through reservation of one third of the seats in all elections. The question of women‟s 

participation in Panchayat’swhich is organized in a three-tiered structure from village 

to district level in India had focused attention of the committee on the status of 

women in India. The National Perspective Plan for Women (1988) had also argued 

that political power and access to decision making authority are critical pre-requisites 
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for women‟s equality in the process of nation building.Former Panchayati Raj 

minister Mani ShankerAiyer, 2011 describes it “In terms of grass root 

empowerment,panchayati raj is the greatest experiment in democracy 

anywhere.Despite having a Constitution which exemplifies equity and equality, social 

justice could not be achieved so far because with theequal rights, women in India are 

victims of various socio-economic, political and cultural factors which debar them to 

emerge as successful leaders.Women representatives in actual sense function as proxy 

candidates under the close supervision of their „guardian‟, „husband‟ and „male 

member of the family‟. The use of phrases such as „Sarpanchpatis’ and „invisible-

hand‟ are common in many places. So, that means we have right ideas but our 

implementation has not been efficient and effective enough to make a meaningful 

impact. There are several NGOs who play a crucial role in women empowerment by 

providing basic education, training programmes, legal aid, counselling and financial 

support to help them lead a dignified life. This paper would throw light on how NGOs 

have been instrumental in political empowerment of women and pave the way to deal 

with the associated challenges that hinder the process of empowerment.  
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The involvement of Non- Governmental Organisation (NGOs) in implementation and 

execution of different development programmes, as partners with government was 

started in our country during the Eighth Five Year Plan. Since then NGO‟s have 

played pioneering role in the formation as well as promotion of SHG‟s. Besides this, 

NGO‟s are playing a crucial role in strengthening of SHG‟s and making them self-

sustainable. However, GOI and other funding agencies believe that involvement of 

NGO‟s with self-help group is sufficient only for the initial period of 2-3 years and 

thus they do finance accordingly. A study has been done with 5 NGO‟s in 

Mathabhanga block of Coochbehar district in the state of West Bengal. The objective 

of the study was to analyse the role of NGO‟s in formation and sustainability of the 

SHG‟s as well as challenges faced by them while working with those SHG‟s. It has 

been found that after 5 years of the formation of the SHG‟s only 20 percent of SHG‟s 

could reach self-reliance, when left on their own thus the study revealed that the 

association of the NGO‟s with the SHG‟s is essential not only during their formation 

and promotion stages but also during the process of making them self-sustainable and 

proactive. Regarding challenges it has been found that different legal dimensions and 

limitations of NGOs are the restrictions they face while performing their job. 

Moreover, high technologies and the complexity of working with dedicated staffs are 

some other challenges they face. 
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Health is given a prominent role in the MDGs and critical for development. Health 

promotion can be seen as an umbrella concept including both promotion and 

prevention. The Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in the health promotion 

are providing services and health advocacy.They are independentfrom direct 

government intervention and play a key role as a catalyst between the community and 

the government. The present study was conducted to study the health promotion 

services of 18 NGOs working in three districts Krishna, Guntur and Prakasam of 

Andhra Pradesh. The study revealed that vast majority of NGOs are registered 

(94.44%) and 50.00 per cent of NGOs are functioning with societyfund and had an 

experience ofbelow ten years. Health services, Education development and 

Environment protection were ranked 1,2 and 3, respectively as major area of 

operation.The health services like establishment of health clinics (72.22%), 

mobilization for immunization (55.56%), conducting health education 

programmes(50.00%) are mostly carried out by NGOs. During the emergence of 

COVID-19 pandemic about 66.67 per cent of NGOs have rendered their services 

inawareness creation (72.22%), helping poor financially (61.11%), distribution of 

masks & sanitizers (66.67%), helping in quarantine centres (44.44%), working as 

warriors (38.89%) andsupply of food to needy (33.33%).NGOs offered integrated 

services like medical, social, financial, educational and psychological supportto the 

needy.Hence, it can be concluded that NGOs play a vital role in health promotion 

during crisis and act as saviours for countless number of people without basic health 

necessities in their vicinity. 
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Rural Horticultural Work Experience Programme under Rural Entrepreneurship 

Awareness and Development Yojana provides an opportunity for the students to try 
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on experimental basis when they are on the verge of completing their degree 

programme. The main objective of RHWE course is to apply the Principles of 

Extension Education which they have studied in the class room during their four years 

of degree in real life experience or field situation. In this context it is necessary to 

study the perceived utility of READY Programme in terms of gaining knowledge by 

the Horticultural students.The results of the study reveals that, the rank I was allotted 

to Knowledge and skills on socio-economic situation analysis with mean score 2.83. 

Therefore it‟s clear that respondents have perceived full knowledge and skill on socio 

economic situation analysis through survey method. It was also observed that 75.36 

percent of the students perceived RHWE Programme very much useful in terms of 

gaining knowledge on „communication skill‟ followed by 74.49 per cent very much 

useful in terms of gaining knowledge on „socio-economic aspects‟. Students 

expressed that RHWE was helpful in gaining knowledge on „farm resource 

management‟ and the NGOs working under adopted villages were effective. 
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Covid-19 has already gripped the world. It put to test our collective resilience to the 

global pandemic. This has impacted all sections of the society - men and women, poor 

and affluent, young and old. The weaker sections of the society, specifically the tribal 

communities are more vulnerable to this situation. In such a scenario, solutions are 

unlikely to come if everybody is working in silos. For several years, non-

governmental organizations also known as NGOs are actively involved in combating 

challenges related to the environment, education, health, poverty, women 

empowerment, child protection, social justice, and human rights, etc. Thus, when the 

pandemic hit India, NGOs given their deep connect in combating various socio-

economic issues; have been natural partners in this endeavour. They have been 

instrumental in supporting the government and identifying the corona virus hotspots. 

In this context a case study has been conducted on the front-line response by an NGO 

namely CYSD (Centre for Youth and Social Development), Odisha, India during this 

Covid-19 Pandemic. The study was conducted on response of CYSD towards the 

tribal community of Koraput District during this pandemic. The study found that 

some of responsive action viz. Community sensitization on hygiene practices, 

Mobilisation of community volunteers, Support Kit to MGNREGA workers etc. taken 

by the same NGO, is quite impressive. The study also found that along with the 

developmental activities, NGOs also faced several constraints in management of 

pandemic issues. 
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India is a land of diverse climatic conditions. It offers a variety of geographic 

locations suitable for cultivating various food crops such as: fruits, vegetables, food 

grains etc. Agriculture and its allied sectors are the largest source of livelihoods in 

India. However, India still has many growing concerns. As the Indian economy has 

diversified and grown, agriculture's contribution to GDP has steadily declined from 

1951 to 2011. Realizing these issues Government of India under the Department of 

Agriculture and Cooperation identified Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) as the 

most appropriate institutional form to mobilize farmers and build their capacity to 

collectively leverage their production and marketing strength.For analyzing the 

potential, importance and contribution of FPO in the agriculture sector, the present 

study aims to discuss the role and impact of FPO in uplifting small and marginal 

farmers and its impact on the basis of the project undertaken by 

SilgurBizatSwayattSahkaritaFPO in Dehradun district of Uttarakhand. The study 

revealed that the goals of FPO were achieved interms of utilizing local agricultural 

produce developing Backward to Forward Linkages,Introducing Mechanical 

Processing for processing of vegetables and fruits, and developingMarket 

linkages.The impact of the FPO was measured under six parametersviz., Livelihood 

Related Impact, Agricultural Development Related Impact,Migration Related 

Impact,Quality of Life Related Impact,Environmental Impact, Impact on Women 

Development with specific reference to gender issues, Convergence related impact 

and Impact of Capacity Building Programmes.The FPO is engaged in the processing 

of vegetables, chilli, tomato, ginger potato, cucumber, arbi as well as fruits such as 

apple, apricot, mango, rhododendron (Buransh)etc. The FPO received its own FSSAI 

License number: 22617026000012 from the Department of Food Safety, Government 

of Uttarakhand for processing of fruits and vegetables and the farmers from more than 

50 SHGs formed in the villages itself are involved in processing activities and selling 

their produce to develop it as  the tiny enterprises. 
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Income generating activities are considered as those initiatives that affect the 

economic aspects of people‟s lives through the use of economic tools such as 

credit.There were fewfinancial constraints perceived by the rural women which 

became hurdles in receiving the benefitsthrough SHG programmes. In a study,  

conducted in Jaipur district of Rajasthan it was found that  the rural women involved 

in the income generating activities of SHGs perceived“No financial help from the 

Government”, “The funds provided to run the enterprises are too meagre” and “Lack 

of resources to establish the enterprises in the area”, which might be due to the reason 

that  most of the SHGs were not aware of the various loan schemes provided by the 

Governmentand alsonotlinked to financial institutions like Regional Rural Banks and 

Commercial banks, whereas “Funds provided are not judiciously utilized by the 

members” was perceived as least important  constraint by the total respondents which 

might be due to the reason that the rural women involved in the income generating 

activities utilized their  funds  by mutual understanding and proper coordination 

among the members of the SHGs.Hence, it is suggested that awareness campaign 

must be run at village level to make them aware about the financial schemes/ helps 

provided by Government. 
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As Covid-19 captures the world, it puts the test of our resilience in the face of the 

global epidemic which not only has an impact on the economy but also is familiar 

with how we operate and how we are accustomed to our daily lives. Fighting COVID-

19 requires as many hands as available.For many years NGOs have been involved in 

addressing educational, poverty, social justice and human rights issues, etc., likewise 

when pandemic hit India, they took deep connection to the fight against various socio-

economic problems. The government also reached out to NGOs, knowing that no one 

was better than them to understand the beating at the grassroots level and to engage 

more closely with communities.NGOs have been working tirelessly in providing 

critical services to vulnerable groups. They have been instrumental in supporting the 

government in identifying high-risk coronavirus areas. NGOs have been providing 
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basics amenities to the people and infact it was the only point of reference during the 

on-going pandemic.They have been doing an important job of raising awareness about 

the virus to prevent its spread and educating people about social distance, sanitization 

and its importance.The fight against COVID-19 has been a collaborative effort 

between government, private companies and NGOs and their response to the 

pandemic shows the power of partnerships.The epidemic has been a phase of learning 

for all in understanding the gaps in our society. The efforts taken by all are an 

agreement on the joint definition of social obligations in relation to the citizens of the 

country. 
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Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) play an important role in inclusive 

development and their efforts have contributed significantly towards transformation 

through economic, social and political intermediation. Financial inclusion of the 

underprivileged is one of the ways in bringing inclusive growth. Finance for 

enterprise, livelihood and sustenance is must for all sections of society to be a part of 

growth and here, NGOs role is pivotal. As found by studies, NGOs participation in 

development has benefited the underprivileged and their financial inclusion through 

microfinance helped in economic and socio-politico transformation thereby ushering 

inclusive growth and suggest a strong and positive linkage between NGOs efforts, 

financial inclusion and inclusive growth.The evidences show that women profiled 

microfinance financial inclusion has many positive outcomes and hence should be 

encouraged on a large scale. It contributes to inclusive growth where by family and 

sections of society play a role and benefit from. The linkage of SHGs with banks can 

expand financial inclusion and critical issues on the supply- demand of financial 

inclusion are to be addressed. Formal banking system, rural cooperatives and NGOs 

must be strengthened to extend their outreach as the financially excluded require 

products which are customised to meet their needs.Apart from the mainstream MFIs 

like NABARD, commercial banks and other financial institutions, many NGOs are 

part of the network ushering financial inclusion.Gradual grading from NGO to MFI 

may be beneficial for all partners in growth. NGOs role and functions in growth is 

limited to creating awareness, formation, nurturing and monitoring of the SHGs. This 

limited scope presents a constraint on the functioning of NGOs and non-utilisation of 

their economic and human capabilities. Engineering of NGOs to MFIs can help in 

better addressing the needs of the underprivileged with additional focus on finance-

centric activities. 
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Empowerment is enhancing an individual‟s or group‟s capacity to make choices and 

transform those choices into desired actions and outcomes, is an increasingly familiar 

term within the World Bank and many other development agencies like NGOs, 

private and government institutions. Empowering women and reducing gender 

inequalities are one of the major components of objectives in all the development 

agencies. Therefore, present study was conducted in Bhimtal district of Nainital to 

study the, profile characteristic of farm women and its relationship with 

empowerment level. The findings of the study show that, empowerment level was 

found to be influenced by their profile characteristics. The statistical tool like chi 

square test and Z test was used to see the association between selected characteristics 

with empowerment. Variables like age, land holing and annual income etc. showed 

non-significant association with empowerment level in both beneficiaries and non-

beneficiaries. The result also shows that empowerment had significant association 

with selected independent variables such as scientific orientation, and risk orientation 

at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the concerned organizations and personnel 

may manipulate those characteristics for improving the psychological, social and 

economic empowerment of farm women. 
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Soft Skills refer to the cluster of personality traits, social graces facility with 

language, personal habits, friendliness, and optimism that mark each of us to varying 

degrees. Persons who rank high in soft skills are generally the people whom most 

employers want to hire. It has been sad to note that more than half of our young 

people leave school/college education without the knowledge and skills required to be 

positioned in a good job. The need for developing the soft skills of agricultural 

graduates is therefore the need of the hour. As we move away from „business as 

usual‟ we must integrate this new way of thinking into educational institutions and 
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agricultural curricula. Keeping these facts, a study was conducted in constituent 

colleges of SKNAU, Jobner with final year under graduate students. The total 

numbers of undergraduate students were 171 (114 boys and 57 girls). Out of these 

171 students, 50 per cent students i.e. 59 boys and 29 girls were selected randomly. 

Then the total sample was comprised of 88 students. The data were collected through 

structured interview schedule. In order to measure the gaps in Soft Skills, eleven 

indicators were used. The result of studyindicated that majority of the students of 

constituent colleges of SKNAU, Jobner were with average gaps in their Soft Skills 

(64.77 per cent), followed by low gaps in Soft Skills (22.33 per cent) and high gaps in 

their Soft Skills (14.77 per cent). The study concluded the level of Soft Skills was 

better among those students who had higher academic performance, highly educated 

parents, better library exposure and computer and internet exposure. Thus, it is 

suggested that to improve level of Soft Skills among the agriculture students there is a 

need to improve their academic performance, library exposure. The involvement of 

parents to motivate students to improve skills is also advocated. Frequent meeting of 

academic organization with parents can also be arranged to involve parents to 

motivate their children to improve Soft Skills. 
 

Key Words: Skills, Students, Manpower, Employment, Agriculture 

 

IEEC/2020/ABS/T4/22 

Impact of NGO Intervention on Social Capital of Soliga Tribes 
Pavithra V

1
, K.P. Raghuprasad

2
, Tanweer Ahmed

3
, JagadeeshV

4 

1
Ph.D Scholar, NDRI, SRS, Bengaluru 

paviva24@gmail.com 

 

Swami Vivekananda youth movement is an organization established in the year 1984 

and headquarters is in H.D.Kotetaluk of Mysuru district in Karnataka aims at 

development of people by providing all the benefits at grassroots level. It is helping 

tribal people through interventions in various sectors like health, education, socio- 

economic empowerment program and training and research development for their 

sustainable growth and development.The study was carried in 

Heggadadevanakotetaluk of Mysuru district during 2019 to assess the impact of 

SVYM intervention on social capital of soliga tribal women. Ex post facto research 

design was employed for the study. With respect to overall social capital status of 

soliga tribal women, it was found that there was medium level social capital (50 %) 

followed by high (26.67 %) and low level (23.33 %). Among different dimensions of 

social capital, groups and network got the highest mean score (17.16) followed by 

trust and solidarity (16.03), empowerment and action (12.10) collective action and co-

operation (8.63), information and communication (3.93) and social cohesion and 

inclusion (3.03).It was quite interesting to note that there was high trust and solidarity 

among them because of medium level of mass media exposure and extension 

participation and regular visit of SVYM NGO. They have developed trust and 

solidarity among these Agencies and believe in each other. Based on the results, it can 

be concluded that there is a need to build social capital by addressing all the 
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dimensions among tribal women to make them more empowered socially, 

economically and culturally particularly social cohesion and information 

communication has to be promoted among the Soliga tribal women. 
 

Key Words: Tribe, Social capital Women, SVYM, NGO, Soliga Tribes 
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India lives in villagesand the administration of India has been executing various 

developmental programs for the improvement of a rural people group. The main focus 

of advancing the economic and social situations of the people in rural areas is through 

comprehensive rural development.Non-governmental associations as a third 

Sectorinstitutional structure are assuming a significantrolein offering reliable help to 

the complex developmentalissues. Some of NGOs have been considering a significant 

function in provincial network advancement, other than government agencies. 

Understanding that the legislature alone was not ready to address the difficulties and 

issues during the time spent the rustic turn of events. The NGO area adequately runs 

after elevating the financial status of poor people. Society is a designed arrangement 

of communication among the people and networks. NGOs involve joint social 

efforts.A liberal number of society people acknowledges new status and accept new 

parts of the organization. It similarly applies to the changes in the material pieces of 

life as in viewing, characteristics and attitudes of the people. Overall socio-economic 

development could be achieved through effective functioning of NGOs. It plays a 

vital role in rural education and health like Agastya International Foundation, Akshara 

Foundation, Pratham etc., which aimed at providing Universal Primary Education 

bellow 11 years of age in Bangalore, provision of high quality children books. 

MedecinssansFrontieres (MSF) was the first NGO to provide emergency medical 

assistance & publicly beans witness to the populations they served. Mainly in an area 

like skill development, imparting entrepreneurial skills, educating people to get self-

employment, providing financial assistance etc. helps in changing the overall picture 

of the society in a rural area. The challenges faced by NGOs arefinancial stability as 

they mainly depend on funds from governmental agencies and or external donations. 

NGOs are less flexible in taking out their task as most of the functions depend upon 

funds. However, the structures of NGOs have become bureaucratic, leading to a 

decreased effectiveness in the overall development.Despite all these NGOs act as a 

catalyst to enhance the developmental process in a rural area. The critical factor for 

the success of the NGOs is a grass-root approach by using local expertise by 

moulding them through capacity building. But the ultimate success mainly depends on 

end-users. Effective and efficient participation and involvement lead to the success of 

the effort made by the NGOs in rural development.   
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As half of India‟s population is expected to be in rural area by 2050 and a major 

portion of the workforce from rural area is accounting for 70.00 per cent of the total 

workforceas well as due to changing demands and technologies, there is a pressing 

need to impart quality skill training to the rural population. Globally, women are 

considered as a flexible source of labour. Therefore, a major workforce in the 

informal sector is filled by women workers. Even then women face disparity in 

education and skill training.When it comes to youth, they are the greatest asset for 

the nation. Empowering youth and women lead them to build on their capabilities 

and competencies for life. It is highly difficult for government alone to take the 

responsibility to empower youth and women; hence NGOs should stand as a 

shoulder in the youth and women empowerment process.Experience from several 

parts of India reveals that NGOs mainly concentrate on sector-specific issues like 

livelihood, women group formation, community organization, and creation of 

community asset, etc. Some of the NGOs which are involved in skill development 

and empowerment of rural youth and women is Humana People to People India, 

Vivid Foundation,SathyaSaiSeva Foundation, ChildFund, Sanjeevani, Swades 

Foundation, Pride India, etc. All such NGOs helping rural youth and women in 

competency-based skill-oriented training, encouraging entrepreneurial activities, 

capacity building, and up-skilling for agricultural and allied activities. 
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India lives in villages, development of the village leads to the development of the 

country. To move in the path of development, there is a need to achieve rural 

development. Rural development is mainly concerned with socio-economic 

development; could be achieved through social change. Men and women act as two 

wheels to move the vehicle of development. As we havea male-dominated society, it 

is very crucial to bring the womenfolk to the limelight. This could be achieved by 

empowering them socially and economically. Empowerment would consist of greater 

access to knowledge and resources, greater autonomy in decision-making and free 

them from shackles imposed on them by custom, belief and practice. In this area, 

NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) play a significant role. NGOs are the 
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organizations which do not come under the direct control of any governmental 

agencies or any other autonomous bodies and are engaged in providing financial and 

non-financial help to those who are deprived of certain rights in the society. 

Empowering women took place through group influence. Self Help Groups (SHGs) 

acts as a platform for women empowerment. Decision making ability, socio-economic 

upliftment, access to information etc. are the important key elements of 

empowerment. SHGs work on a variety of issues like health, nutrition, agriculture, 

forestry, income generation activities, seeking micro credit and so on. Since the 

overall empowerment of women is vitally dependent on economic empowerment. 

Activities under taken by NGOs are educating, taking the governmental benefits for 

the uplift of them, making them ICT literate and encouraging them to use, mobilizing 

and effective utilization of resources and acts as a voice for the deprived women folk 

by giving feedback for the effective policy. Major steps taken for the empowerment of 

women by NGOs are by giving training and skill development to take up self-

employment, educating them about legal awareness and property rights, fair trade to 

get better marketing opportunity, providing credit and micro credit facilities, capacity 

building. Even though lot of efforts were made to empower female folk, there is a 

thrust to have an agency who could able to direct in a right direction to achieve 

success. For this NGOs could be one of the organizations who could help to take up 

income generating activity and bring them in main stream which in turn helps in 

achieving social transformation. 
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India‟s educational system has long since needed an urgent review to meet the 

growing demand for quality, contemporary and high-tech system, accessible to more 

children across the country. If we look at the UN Sustainable Development Goals and 

the Right to Education Act 2010, SDG 4 promises to achieve inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all, and the RTE Act 

provides for the right of children to free and compulsory education till completion of 

elementary education in a neighbourhood school. There is, therefore, a need for a 

mechanism that addresses the current challenges of shortage of teachers, access to 

quality schools, lack of creative educational material and the inability of numerous 

children to go to school due to various factors. This paper documents various attempt 

made by NGOs, to provide quality education in rural India as well as to improve the 

way of earlier teaching.NGO like PRATHAM works for quality education in slums of 

Mumbai. This NGO is directly connected with children and youth as well as through 

large-scale collaborations with government systems. Teach for India (TFI), a Non-

Government Organization, shaping the lives of nearly 38000 students and allowing 
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many bright candidates to teach in low-income schools for two years.UNICEF is 

working in Bihar to improve the quality of education through using ICT tools in 

schools.The NGOs are reaching to the poorest in the country with a mission to 

upgrade the students of primary school and make them able to get a job or pursue 

higher education from prestigious universities. 
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India is known to possess a significant demographic dividend due to its large and 

growing population where the female population is estimated to be 586.5 million and 

is the large producer of food with a vast consumer base. With this large production, 

India now have to see a way forward for the opportunities and in spite of only 

dependent on government initiatives there are various NGOs also working in regional 

and rural areas to make the food processing sector rise to its utmost height. Indian 

women has made a substantial impact and is a part of workforce but still there is a 

large population of women both in rural and urban areas that has dreams, but lack the 

opportunities to realize those dreams and take up their roles other than the household 

ones. In this regard, it is essential for to promote skill development and women 

empowerment in food processing sector through the NGO involvement as both are 

working at the grassroots level. To harness the entrepreneurial activities of Indian 

women and building capacity among them, Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs) can work at the desired level. They are more critical and strategic in the 

process of global human development and acts as the third sector.Non-Governmental 

Organizations are actively involving and participating in combating challenges related 

to education, health, vocational training, women empowerment, skill development, 

etc. They take new challenges (Skilled workforce in Food processing sector) as well 

as opportunities (Unexplored opportunities in food processing sector) for fulfillment 

of their goal. As specific problems require a specific solution, there is no better place 

than NGO to understand the pulse at grassroots level and engage closely with the 

communities. They are working relentlessly on the ground providing critical services 

to the disadvantaged and vulnerable sections of the society. NGOs are known and 

trusted by the communities where they work, they have been helping people in their 

regional areas as well as other places to combat the stigma of fear to come forward. 

This is a conceptual paper that discusses the NGOs involvement in food processing 

sector with respect to unlocking women‟s potential. 
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In India, the scope of development is not narrow but very wide, as it includes not just 

the economic development but the growth on social front, quality of life, 

empowerment, women and child development, education and awareness of its 

citizens. The task of development is so huge and complicated that just implementing 

government plans is not sufficient to fix the problem. To achieve this, a holistic vision 

and collaborative efforts involving various departments, agencies and even NGOs is 

required. Owing to such a great need, the number of NGOs in India is increasing 

rapidly and, at present, there are about 25,000 to 30,000 active NGOs in India. 

Superficially, rural development seems to be a simple task but, in reality, it is not. 

Post- Independence era has seen many rural development programmes through 

different five-year plans. Alleviating poverty, employment generation, more 

opportunities for generating income, and infrastructure facilities are emphasized 

through the policies and programmes of the government. NGOs have more benefits of 

working in rural areas as compared to governmental organizations because NGOs are 

more flexible, NGOs are specific to a particular locality and moreover these are 

committed towards serving the public and community as a whole. As the task of 

development is massive, many NGOs are playing vital role in the rural development 

of India in collaboration with the government. 
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Women empowerment is need of the hour in current scenario. Women empowerment 

helps in sustainable rural and urban development by the uplifting the social, economic 

and political status of women in India. Women empowerment leads to self-sustainable 

society. Women empowerment can be achieved by providing proper education 

facilities, political support, and effective legislation system and generating 

employment for women. NGOs play a very vital role towards women empowerment 

by providing basic education, vocational training, and promoting self-employment 

and self-awareness programs. Main concern is upliftment of the women in the society. 

NGOs seem to have major role in bringing drastic changes in the life style of women. 

They are help in making women to become independent and self-motivated and take 

their own decisions in matters concerning them. They increase the literacy level and 
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provide health benefits to women. NGOs should continue their work in furthering 

women‟s cause in all walks of life like social, educational, economic, household etc. 

in order to make gender equality a reality. This paper looks into the role of NGOs in 

women empowerment and the upliftment of status of women in the Indian scenario.  
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The Covid-19 pandemic emerged as a global crisis causing unparalleled disruptions in 

the social and economic situation around the world. The immediate and gradual effect 

of this pandemic is manifold. Under such a crisis NGOs have emerged to be the most 

important supporter of government actions to control the situation due to the Covid-

19. NGOs are non- governmental or private organizations that are work on various 

socio-economic issues such as poverty, education, women empowerment, health, 

sanitation, environment, social justice, human rights. They work at the grassroots 

level for the deprived and underprivileged sections of the society enabling quicker 

problem solving and delivery of services to these people to whom the government 

takes time to reach. The on-going pandemic resulted in public health emergency 

followed by the economic crisis due to the lockdown which was taken up as a 

preventive measure to control the pandemic. The NGOs engaged in providing living 

essentials like food, rations as well as livelihood alternatives and awareness creation 

about the disease among the disadvantaged sections. NGOs played a major role in this 

time because of their faster adaptation to the on-going situation. The Government of 

India constituted Empowered Group 6 including 92,000 NGOs to assist the state as 

well as central governments during this pandemic. In a report published by the 

Statistics Research Department, it was revealed that in states of Kerala and Karnataka 

100 per cent of the food to the needy people was provided by NGOs while in 9 states 

& UT they provided food to more than 75 percent of the needy people. Hence, the 

role of NGOs under this current situation has shown the different possibilities and 

aspects where NGOs can be of immense assist the government in reaching the public.  
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Sonbhadra district of Uttar Pradesh is a backward, water scarce, undulated hilly area 

and habitated by tribal people. The major tribes reside there are Chero, Bhagia, 

Panika, Aghariya, Gond, Dhuriya, Nayak, Pathari, Rajgond, Kharwar etc. The tribal 

people are forest dweller and used to cultivate primitive cultivar of cereal crops whose 

production is very less. Due to scarcity of irrigation water,agricultural situation was 

very scanty there. ICAR- Indian Institute of Vegetable Research in collaboration with 

BanwasiSewa Ashram (NGO) intervened in that area by adopting 1506 tribal families 

in 14 villages of 02 most tribal populated blocks under Scheduled Tribe Component 

(STC) earlier Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) programme. The intervention was conducted in 

integrated agricultural approach through demonstration of modern agricultural 

technologies and training for capacity building of the tribal community. As per the 

need assessed,demonstrations of draught tolerant varieties of paddy, wheat, pulses 

were conducted. For promotion of nutritional security 6500 planting material of 

mango, guava, custard apple, bael, jackfruit and bamboo were distributed along with 

seasonal vegetable kitchen garden kits consisting improved vegetable varieties 

developed by ICAR-IIVR. A special emphasis was given to vermi compost 

production in that area. Keeping in mind the agricultural lack season 10000 day old 

chicks were distributed to popularize backyard poultry to boost up their livelihood. 

Besides that, in situ training programmes and exposure visits were also arranged for 

knowledge updation and capacity building of the beneficiaries. Due to the action 

research-oriented intervention, changes have been observed in food habit of the tribal 

people which has given boost to the nutritional security. Due to the intervention, 

positive changes have been observed in their income status, social status which is 

thriving towards a better livelihood. 
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Women constitute nearly half of the human resource of the state. Aquaculture is the 

fastest growing food producing sector in Jharkhand and generates significant 

employment opportunities at multiple scales, men and women not necessarily able to 

participate in aquaculture value chains in the same way, and benefits arenotevenly 
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distributed between them.Although, women have proved to be competent in adopting 

new aquaculture technologies, there is a gender bias in many aquaculture activities. 

To ensure that women utilize their full potential in profitable activities like 

aquaculture, it is necessary to provide capacity building support to rural women 

through SHGs, which will eventually lead to their empowerment. The interested 

SHGs women groups were formed as Producer Groups in 13 districts of the state 

covering 13000 HHs those were engaged in different models of fishes farming in 

which 6500 HHs were capacitated in fish farming management at village level under 

the World Bank funded project in aegis JOHAR, NRLM, Department of Rural 

Development in convergence of Department of Fisheries, GOJ. This project proved to 

be beneficial in terms of economic & food security as well as women empowerment 

in the field of aquaculture. This paper aims to elucidate current knowledge of 

gendered engagement in and returns from aquaculture value chains. 
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Over the past several decades, humankind has achieved unprecedented social 

progress. Poverty has declined dramatically around the world and day by day people 

arebecoming more educated, healthier and better connected. Despite these 

progresses,the gap between socio economic extremities has been widened. We are far 

from achieving an egalitarian society.In this situation social inclusion is a vital 

phenomenon to give social justice to the marginal sections of the society. According 

to United Nations, Social inclusion is defined as the process of improving the terms of 

participation in society, particularly for people who are disadvantaged, through 

enhancing opportunities, access to resources, voice and respect for rights.  The 

process of improving the ability, opportunity, and dignity of people, disadvantaged on 

the basis of their identity, to take part in society” (World Bank, 2013). As defined by 

the World Bank NGOs refers to non-government organizations that pursue activities 

to relieve suffering, promote the interests of the poor, protect the environment, 

provide basic social services, or undertake community development. NGOs perform 

advocacy role, service role, improving government performance and improving 

community participation. Poverty is inextricably linked to social exclusion, both as a 

cause and as one of its consequences. 1 per cent of the population in India owns more 

than half the country‟s wealth. 10 per cent of the population owns more than three-

fourths of the country‟s wealth. The poorest of the poor people have access to just 4.1 

per cent of national wealth. This gap is widening every year. NGOs play a vital role 

in reducing this widening gap and inequality. This can be achieved by working with 

alliances of poor and marginalized people, especially women, to ensure that they 

realise their rights, influence decision-making processes and transform power 
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structures. To end this cycle of inequality, government needs to ensure universal and 

quality healthcare and education for all, in particular children and women. NGOs 

work should be in line to ensure that the poorest communities have equal opportunity, 

equal wages for work, and equal right over resources.  
 

Key Words: Egalitarian society, Inequality, Social exclusion, Social inclusion 
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Non-governmental organizations are playing imperative role in the empowerment of 

women.They adopt multiple strategies to improve the condition of the women. Non-

governmental organizations are providing training to women in various aspects to 

make them to come out of their inhibitions and to involve in fruitful activity. Non-

Governmental organizations are legally constituted organizations created by private 

organizations or people with no participation or representation of any government. 

They render help to government and society for the improvement of quality of life of 

people and also animals from education to health, environment and poverty 

alleviation In welfare programmes, development oriented activities, empowering 

women and weaker sections, protecting the rights of marginalized segments, 

protecting the environment, spreading literacy and education to name a few, the 

contribution of NGO sector is impressive since independence.However, the growth 

has not been geographically uniform in different parts of the country. It is difficult to 

say any association between the number of voluntary organizations and the size of the 

population. In Andhra Pradesh there are total of 4360 NGO‟s functioning to achieve 

overall socio economic development of people. NGOs are playing a significant role in 

promoting women empowerment.  These agencies stimulate civic consciousness, 

mobilize people and ensure the effective participation, and raise internal and external 

resources for the benefit of the weaker section.  NGOs are making use of variety of 

strategies to promote women empowerment. A non-governmental organization 

(NGO) is task-oriented and driven by people with a common interest, NGOs perform 

a variety of service and humanitarian functions, bring citizen concerns to 

Governments, advocate and monitor policies and encourage political participation 

through provision of information. Some are organized around specific issues, such as 

human rights, environment or health.  NGOs play a significant role in the 

empowerment of women.  The experience of various NGOs like MYRADA shows us 

that they could bring a ray of hope in the lives of women. 
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With the advancement of ICT related technologies, it becomes possible to have an 

access to these remote areas. Digital innovations make it possible to provide fast and 

accurate agri-information to the farmers that will support in increasing the 

productivity and also reducing the cost of cultivation. Digital innovations have lots of 

potential. It can provide common interface to producer and consumers. It not only 

help producers to sale their produce with their own wish, but also help consumer to 

reach to larger farmer community, and can purchase the goods according to their 

requirement. Digital innovations enable farmers to work in precise way which will 

help in judicious use of natural resources; it help farmer to make better decision 

making by visualizing the problem with the help of historical data and expert advice; 

it can also provide real time information like weather forecasting, etc. A range of 

NGOs are using digital innovations to address the various issues of farming 

community. This paper is an attempt to compile some of the major digital innovations 

taken by NGOs across the nation. 
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In India, it is a well-known fact that women are the backbone of rural economy. Other 

than the social, political, administrative and reproductive roles, women also have an 

important role in the financial activities of the society as well as the families. They 

play an important role in managing the financial activities of the family, besides 

maintaining the home and farm. The present study was carried out in Karimnagar, 

Jagityal and Mancherial districts of Northern part of Telangana state which was 

selected purposively as they were having active participation of women in financial 

activities, sex ration and education. . From each district, two mandals were selected 

purposively. Out of six mandals, two villages were selected from each mandal and 

from each village, 12 women respondents were selected randomly constituting a total 

of 144 women respondents. The major findings of the study was 64.67 percent 

women had medium earnings, 66.67 percent women had medium savings, only 12.67 

percent women had medium investment and 74.00 percent women had medium 
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expenditure. By considering all the variables mentioned above, it is concluded that 

66.00 percent women had medium role in managing the financial activities of their 

families. The results indicated that women had given an opportunity to actively 

participate and decide on the financial activities in their families.  
 

Key Words: Financial Activities, Earnings, Savings, Investment, Women 
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The developing country like India is one of the fastest growing economies countries 

of the world with second highest population after China. Overall population of India 

is around 1.3 billion with 900 million people which is around 65 per cent of Country 

population living in rural area of a country. Poverty in Rural India around 300 million 

people affects. On one hand India has a long list of multi-millionaires on another hand 

many people are fighting for the basic requirements of survival, being a country Like 

India with such a large and diversified population it‟s very tough for the government 

to look after the basic requirements of the people of the nation. NGOs have many 

programs, functions and roles which assist community to become empowered, and 

eventually attain sustainable development. NGOs are conducting many programme 

such as microfinance, capacity building and self-reliance. Microfinance programs 

improve the economic well-being of communities by job creation and income 

generation. In the long run, this economic empowerment will contribute to sustainable 

community development. NGOs, through capacity building, develop community 

capacities such as ability, skill and knowledge of mobilizing resources, planning and 

evaluating community initiation and solving problems to gain the mastery over their 

lives. It also motivates the community to participate in the projects and help them to 

improve quality of their lives. Participants are expected to coordinate meetings, plan 

community activities, and be practical in community initiatives. In this way, NGOs 

contribute towards sustainable community development. Furthermore, NGOs 

mobilize the communities to be self-reliant. It assists the communities to discover 

their own potentials and rely on their own resources.  
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Farming in India is characterized by small and fragmented holdings and high 

dependence on monsoon rains. The government agenda for doubling farmer's income 

by 2022 is a daunting task since around 70 per cent of the farmers have annual 

percapita income less than 15,000. The income enhancement of farmer would come 

mainly from seven sources like increase in productivity of crops, increase in 

production of livestock, improvement in efficiency of input use that would save cost, 

increase in cropping intensity at farmers' field, diversification towards high value 

commodities, better remunerative price realized by farmers, and shifting way surplus 

labour from agriculture to non-farm activities. ICAR has initiated a unique strategy of 

adopting few villages by Krishi Vigyan Kendra‟s the farm science centres of ICAR 

working under State Agricultural Universities and NGO‟s to bring out the desirable 

changes.A schedule was developed and communicated to all the KVK‟s by ATARI to 

carry out the survey in the DFI villages. KVK Rastakuntubai, Vizianagaram had 

adopted four villages under DFI, carried out survey and did situational analysis 

interacting with each household and stake holders and the problems facing by them 

have been identified. For Doubling farmers income, technological interventions have 

been planned like Demonstration of HYV of seed in Agriculture and Horticulture 

crops, Distribution of Improved birds for promoting Backyard poultry, Distribution of 

IPM input, Distribution of Vermicomposting beds, Distribution of soil health cards & 

Information material, Distribution of Triple layer hermetic storage bags, Distribution 

of Bicycle weeders for Drudgery reduction, Entrepreneurship development 

programmes, Distribution of Nutri-garden kits & Bio-fertilizers, Apiary units & sheep 

unit. Besides this, capacity building programmes and Exposure visits were also 

organized. 
 

Key Words: Survey, Doubling farmer‟s income, Interventions, Technological, 

Adoption 

 
IEEC/2020/ABS/T5/02 

Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan: A Novel Initiative to start Agri-

Preneurship for Migrant Labours in Banda District 
Diksha Patel

1
, Shyam Singh

2
 and Dheeraj Mishra

3 

1
Subject Matter Specialist (Agriculture Extension), 

2
Senior Scientist cum Head, Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra, Banda, 
3
Assistant Professor (Agricultural Extension), Banda University of 

Agriculture and Technology, Banda, Uttar Pradesh 

pateldiksha279@gmail.com
 

 

India is at high risk for COVID-19.  It affects all the sectors and all the persons but 
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the most affected persons are migrant‟s labours who migrated to cities in the search of 

Jobs for their livelihood. For them Hon‟ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi launches 

Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan (GKRA) on 20th June 2020. The main aim of this 

programme is to provide employment and livelihood opportunities for migrant 

workers returning to their villages, in the wake of COVID-19 outbreak. The scheme 

covers 116 districts in six states, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 

Odisha and Jharkhand and it is a joint effort by 12 different Ministries/Departments 

and covers 25 categories of works/ activities. Training through KVKs for Livelihoods 

is also an activity under GKRA. KVK, Banda was selected under GKRA. KVK, 

Banda imparted a total of 18 Vocational trainings for migrant labours and the duration 

was 3 days (of each training). Each training has 35 participants, total 630 participants 

have benefitted by these trainings. The 18 trainings were included12 different agri-

preneurships like vermi-composting, seed production, preparation of bio-pesticides, 

nursery raising, IFS, Mushroom production, Goatery, Poultry, Formation and 

management of FPO, Food processing, Dal processing, Spice production and 

processing etc. After training, participants have been interviewed regarding feedback 

about quality of training imparted by KVK, Banda. For this 50 participants were 

selected from different courses and interviewed and it was found that 78.00 per cent 

of participants rated excellent in term of course content coverage of the training 

programme whereas 92.00 per cent of participants rated excellent for Food 

arrangement. Same way infrastructure used for training, quality and usefulness of 

study material, use of audio/visual aids, behaviour of faculty members/ resource 

personnel and usefulness of the training program in real life application rated 

excellent by 50.00, 70.00, 62.00, 84.00 and 92.00 percent of participants respectively. 

The participants were also asked for suggestion for increasing the quality of training 

and it was found that 68.00 percent of participants felt the duration of training should 

be increased from 3 days to 5 days and 62.00 percent of participants told that more 

practical sessions/ farm tour should be included for better understanding of topic. The 

overall satisfaction was rated excellent by 88.00 percent of participants.  
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Rural youth are important segment of rural society and they play a vital role in 

agriculture and rural development. Agriculture as a profession is not attracting the 

rural youth due to low productivity, high uncertainty, and less return. Rural youth 

enter in farming due to compulsion of their traditional occupation not their own 

interest. Therefore the present study was undertaken with the objective to find out the 
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participation of rural youth in agriculture.  The study was carried out in ten villages of 

two tehsils of Akola district of Vidarbha region of Maharashtra state with the sample 

of 120 rural youth.  The findings revealed that, the majority (45.83%) of the rural 

youth had education up to higher secondary and (64.17%) were having nuclear family 

type. The results shows that most of the rural youth (53.33%) had medium family size 

with maximum (72.50%) were unmarried. Majority of the rural youth (80.83%) had 

medium to high farming experience with (35.00%) of them having family annual 

income between Rs. 1,00,001/- to Rs. 1,50,000/-. Majority of the rural youth (62.50%) 

had small to semi-medium land holding and (82.50%) of them had low to medium 

social participation. Majority of the rural youth (67.50%) had medium source of 

information, mass media exposure (65.83%) and medium to high innovativeness 

(82.50%) with (59.17%) of them had medium scientific orientation and (69.17%) had 

moderately favorable attitude towards agriculture. As regard to the dependent 

variable, majority (84.17%) of the rural youth had medium to high extent of 

participation. In case of relational analysis revealed those 11 out of 13 variables were 

significant, remaining variables were non-significant. The significant variables 

included family size, family annual income, land holding, source of information, mass 

media exposure, attitude towards agriculture found the positively significant with 

extent of participation at 0.01 level of probability. The variables education, family 

type, farming experience, innovativeness, and scientific orientation found the 

positively significant with extent of participation at 0.05 level of probability. The 

variables marital status and social participation have shown non-significant 

relationship with extent of participation.  
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Empowerment of women is the desperate need for the hour. Empowerment of women 

capacitates sustainable rural and urban development by the uplifting the economic 

social and political status of women in India Empowering the women in these aspects 

is necessary to convert the ideal society into self-sustainable society Women 

empowerment can be achieved through provision of adequate education facilities 

political support and effective legislation system and employment generation for 

women. NGOs and the Self Help Groups (SHGs) play a very vital role towards 

women empowerment by providing basic education, vocational training for self-

employment, legal aid, protection for women and self-awareness programs. Thus they 

are mainly concerned with the upliftment of the women in the society. This paper 

looks into the process through which women empowerment is achieved and the status 

of women is uplifted with the aid of NGOs in the Indian scenario. This paper 
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discusses upon the empowerment of rural women by means of NGOs and the 

advantages entrepreneurship among the rural women. This paper seeks to explore 

some measures that should be adopted in order to position rural women as equal 

players in entrepreneurship and economic development. 
 

Key Words: Women, Empowerment, Self Help Groups, Economic Development, 

NGOs 
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In India agriculture production and farm incomes are frequently affected by natural 

disasters like flood, drought, hailstorms, earthquake etc. The crop insurance could, 

therefore, be considered as hedge to stabilize farm income, investment and guard farm 

economy from the adverse effect of crop failure and low market prices. National 

Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS), 1999, Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme 

(WBCIS), 2008 and Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), 2016 were the 

major insurance schemes implemented in Himachal Pradesh from time to time. 

Maize, paddy, wheat, barley, ginger, tomato, capsicum, potato, apple and mango were 

found the major crops covered under crop insurance schemes in Himachal Pradesh. 

The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) was implemented in state to 

remove the flaws in previous schemes. The study was conducted in Himachal Pradesh 

State. The study was based on both primary and secondary data. The findings of the 

study revealed that the insurance coverage eligibility provided after one month of 

sowing of a specific crop, no coverage for destruction by stray &wild animals, limited 

crops being covered under the scheme and some of the major hazards like storm are 

not covered under the scheme were reported the major constraints by farmers. 

Inadequate field staff, lack of enthusiasm and high targets to be achieved within the 

given time framework were the major constraints faced by the implementing agencies. 

Agriculture/ Cooperation Department of the states in consultation with Insurance 

Agencies shall work out appropriate plan for adequate awareness and publicity three 

months prior to the start of coverage period. More number of awareness programmes 

and trainings should be conducted. 
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The System of Rice Intensification (SRI) began in Madagascar in the mid-1980s and 

has spread today to 40 nations on the planet. SRI expands paddy yields including 

while low requirement of seeds, water and other agricultural inputs. SRI is a planting 

strategy dependent on the standards of utilizing single, healthy transplants at wide 

dispersing, the utilization of manure and fertilizer, mechanical weed control and 

discontinuous water system. To fulfil of the demand of increasing population and 

keeping up self-sustainability, the present situation should be increased the production 

120 million tons by 2020 with a normal efficiency of 4.03 t ha-1. The expansion 

underway must be accomplished in the setting of declining and breaking down asset 

based, for example, arrive, water, work and different information sources and without 

unfavorably influencing the nature of condition. All SRI paddy growers were 

participants, the vast majority of them accomplishing exceptionally better yields and 

income thought about than their present method by providing NGOs (AFPRO, Korba) 

activities. SRI paddy growers have instigated a sensational move in the observation 

and comprehension of how to achieve sustainable and profitable production, 

agricultural agents and experts to start a progression of advancements motivated by 

the SRI method. 
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The study aims to stress on problems being faced by female entrepreneurs in India 

who have been operating in different fields of business and thriving hard to make a 

position in the business world. On one hand with the emergence of e-commerce, 

economic development and government support, female entrepreneurship has 

flourished over the past few decades. However, on the other hand, many women 

entrepreneurs are facing the typical traditional barriers such as gender discrimination, 

lack of support from family members, negative approach of towards businesswomen. 
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Women have always been considered as a non-serious businessperson. The paper 

thoroughly reviews the extant literature case note and contemplates upon the 

challenges being faced the small women entrepreneurs in creating new Start-up‟s.   
 

Key Words: Female Entrepreneurs, Problems, Gender Biasness, Start-up‟s, Growth 

strategy 
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This paper attempts to examine the role played by successful young farmer in 

developing young agripreneurs in the locality with the help of NGO attachment by 

showing an illustrative example based on a mushroom grower in Ganjam district of 

Odisha. Developing agripreneurial skills of farmers and better agripreneurial 

orientation can be essential solutions for the emerging problems in agricultural sector 

and the rising unemployment in rural areas. The study establishes linkage between the 

concepts of required agriprenurial skills with their practical application by 

enterprising farm youth which is demonstrated by case study method. It also studies 

the role played by farm youth in grooming young agripreneurs of the area by the 

platform set by Non-Government Organisation. The case study conducted on a young 

mushroom grower revealed that the concept of agripreneurial skills essential for 

profitable agripreneurship can be understandable from the management of enterprise 

by successful agripreneur and his efforts as a trainer and resource person for attracting 

young farmers into agripreneurship. By applying such skills, it is revealed that the 

contexts of conventional farming call for clearly different entrepreneurial skill sets for 

venturing into diversified sectors of agribusiness. Success stories of the innovative 

young agripreneurs who are successfully running agri-ventures in different parts of 

the country may be highlighted through social media to motivate other youth. The 

farm youth must be encouraged trained and supported for undertaking innovative 

farming and associated ventures to supplement their income which calls for better 

actions by Non-Government Organisations. 
 

Key Words: Youth, Agripreneurship, Skills, Self-employment, Case study 
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The Wadiproject mainly involves development of orchard (locally known as Wadi) on 

degraded lands. Mango, Cashew, Guava, Custard apple, Aonla, Lemon, Sapota and 

Drumstick are the major fruit crops that are cultivated by the tribal through 

WADIproject. The present study was examined the adoption components of 

Wadiproject and the relationship between profile and adoption components of Wadi 

project among tribal beneficiaries. The study was conducted in Navsari, Valsad and 

The Dangs districts purposively, because the Wadiproject was started in 1982 in these 

three districts with maximum number of beneficiaries of the project. The 

proportionate random sampling method was used for selection of 200 tribal 

beneficiaries. The tribal beneficiaries possessed medium to high extent of adoption 

components of Wadi project. The component availability of land was come out as the 

most adopted, followed by rising of forestry plants and women development, 

respectively. The education, annual income, source of information, social 

participation, risk orientation, economic motivation, scientific orientation, extension 

contact, innovativeness, aspiration, cohesiveness, management orientation, 

communication skill, and distance from market found highly significant association 

with adoption components of Wadi project by the tribal beneficiaries. 
 

Key Words: Profile, Adoption components, Wadi project, Tribal beneficiaries 

 
IEEC/2020/ABS/T5/10 

Skill Development and Employment of Rural Youth 
Renu Gangwar

1
 and Amita Yadav

2 

1
Assistant Professor (Department of Agricultural Extension Education), College of 

Agriculture, Kotwa, Azamgarh, Acharya Narendra Deva University of Agriculture and 

Technology Kumarganj, Ayodhya (UP) 
2
Assistant Professor, College of Agriculture, Lovely Professional University, Jalandhar, 

Punjab.  

renoogangwar@gmail.com 

 

India has the largest youth population in the world. About 87 per cent of young 

women and men living in developing countries face challenges. Youth are a major 

human resource for development, key agents for social change and driving force for 

economic growth. In many parts of the world, youth face poverty, hunger, barriers to 

education, multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, violence, and limited 

opportunities for growth and employment prospects. Youth are often excluded from 

decision-making processes. The most common factors used to characterize youth 

relate to education and employment activity. This high percentage of youth can be 

utilized by channelizing the creative energies through development of appropriate 

knowledge, skills and attitude. Many factors are responsible for the difficulties that 

youth experience in finding the job opportunities. Youth has always been of vital 

concern of the Government of India. The National Youth Policy (2012) emphasized 

youth empowerment in different spheres of national life. Recognizing the imperative 

need for skill development, National Skill Development Policy was formulated in 

2009. Youth employment is now a top policy priority in most countries across all 

regions. Skills development is the shared responsibility of the key stakeholder‟s viz., 
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Government. The policy links skills development to improved employability and 

productivity. There is a need to develop and strengthen programmes targeted to the 

youth to enhance their economic, educational, social and cultural development. 

Various initiatives by the government play a pivotal role to skills development and 

employment generation which focused on education, health, skill development and 

self-employment, entrepreneurship development etc. 
 

Key Words: Employment, Skill development, Unemployment and Youth 
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COVID-19 pandemic had severe impact among the lives of the people. Due to the 

lack of proper awareness and the passive attitude of the people, the numbers of cases 

are increasing rapidly. In this situation, creating consciousness among the people is 

highly inevitable. Hence the present study on   "Developing communication tools for 

creating awareness of COVID-19 among communities in Kerala" aims to create 

awareness about COVID-19 among communities with major focus on vulnerable 

population. Hundred samples were selected for the study which comprises of fifty 

children (6-12 years) and fifty older adults (60-80 years). The objectives of the study 

were to develop and design games for creating awareness about the pandemic and to 

check the effectiveness of the games used. Online survey and telephonic interview 

were the techniques carried out to collect the data regarding the sampling. Different 

games like Puzzles, Word search, Varnamala, Bingo, Find the differences were 

introduced to the samples, along with many daily tasks and the and responses were 

positive. Significant difference was found in the level of awareness about the COVID 

19 among children. The level of accuracy of the Knowledge regarding the pandemic 

was also found to be increased. 
 

Key Words: Digital Awareness, Communication Tools, Covid-19, Games for Change 

 

IEEC/2020/ABS/T5/12 

Good practices in Agricultural Wholesale Markets: Answer to 

COVID 19 Challenges 

Anil Chauhan
1
, Kiran

2
 and Amit Kanawjia

3
 

1
SMO,State Agricultural Marketing Borad,Khalini,Shimla, 

2
Assistant Professor (Genetics & 

Plant Breeding) CSKHPKV,Palampur and 
3
Scientist (Horticulture) KVK,Jalaun,BUAT, 

Banda 

kiranpathania@gmail.com 

mailto:athirageethu998@gmail.com
kiranpathania@gmail.com


IEECBHU 2020 | Souvenir-cum-Abstract Book 
 

82 | I E E C B H U 2 0 2 0  

Agricultural wholesale markets are import component of agricultural output supply 

chain. In India most of agricultural wholesale trade is done in yards of Agricultural 

Produce Market Committees (APMCs). These markets are regulated through 

Agricultural Produce Marketing Acts of states. During the COVID 19 period, these 

wholesale markets are playing a very crucial role in maintaining the supply chain. In 

most of states the markets remain operational during the period of crises. Wholesale 

markets adopted many innovative steps to prevent the spread of virus. The COVID 19 

has affected the whole agricultural supply chain system. It has affected the present 

income of farmers and some of its impacts will be visible in future.  In this article 

various challenges faced by wholesale markets, good practices adopted in these 

markets, steps taken by the government at Central State level, future challenges and 

suggestions are mentioned. 

Key Words: Agricultural Marketing, COVID-19, APMC 
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The study was conducted during two consecutive Rabi seasons of years 2012-

13 and 2013-14 at farmer‟s fields of District Hathras, to find out the best suitable 

weed control method of wheat for the area. Front Line Demonstrations (FLDs) on 

wheat crop were conducted on an area of 12.8 ha with active participation of 32 

farmers of 23 different villages with improved technologies composed HD-2967 

variety and recommended package of practices. Two different weed control 

technologies viz. (1) Sulfosulfuron 75 WG + Metsulfuron 5 WG @ 30 g a.i./ha at 35 

DAS and (2) Sulfosulfuron 75 WG @ 25g a.i/ha at 30 DAS + one   Hand Weeding at 

45 DAS, were demonstrated. The results revealed that both the treatment gave higher 

grain yield, gross return and net return as compared to farmers practice (Sulfosulfuron 

75 WG @33.3 g/ha at 40 DAS). The maximum grain yield (47.40q/ha with HI of 

40.79%) was obtained during the year 2013-14 when Sulfosulfuron 75 WG @ 25g 

a.i/ha at 30 DAS + one   Hand Weeding at 45 DAS was applied which was 20.90% 

higher than the yield of farmers practice.  This was followed by treatment of 

Sulfosulfuron 75 WG + Metsulfuron 5 WG @ 30 g a.i./ha at 35 DAS which gave 

yield of  47.20q/ha with an increment of 17.12 % over farmers practice. The similar 

trend was also reported for Biological yield of wheat. Economic analysis of different 

weed control methods also showed the highest net returns (INR. 45072 ha-1) for 

application of Sulfosulfuron 75 WG @ 25g a.i/ha at 30 DAS + one   Hand Weeding at 

45 DAS treatment. Among the demonstrated technologies, both were found effective 

to weed management and profitable over farmers practice. The increment in net return 
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due to weed control treatments was recorded highest  (31.89%) during the year 2013-

14 when Sulfosulfuron 75 WG @ 25g a.i/ha at 30 DAS + one   Hand Weeding at 45 

DAS was applied which also gave the maximum increase in gross return of Rs. 5.7 

per Rupee additionally invested. It was concluded that one hand weeding at 45 DAS 

should be done with application of Sulfosulfuron 75 WG @33.3 g/ha or premixed 

weedicide Sulfosulfuron 75 WG + Metsulfuron 5 WG @ 30 g a.i./ha at 35 DAS 

should be used for obtaining higher grain yield, straw yield, gross and net income 

with higher B: C ratio from wheat under Hathras conditions of Uttar Pradesh. 

Key Words: Wheat, weed control, crop protection 

 




